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2013 -- H 5964

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

HOUSE RESOLUTION

AMENDING THE RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE®R THE YEARS
2013-2014

Introduced ByRepresentatives Lombardi, Amore, Ackerman, Costanand Almeida

Date IntroducedApril 04, 2013

Referred ToHouse Rules

RESOLVED, That Section 45 of the rules for the Hoo$ Representatives adopted by
the House of Representatives at its January ses8i@h 2013, entitled “House Resolution
Adopting Rules of the House of RepresentativesttierYears 2013-2014,” be and the same is
hereby amended to read as follows:

Establishment of Caucuses

(45)(a) Members of the House may establish aféilgibups to be known as "Caucuses."

(b) Membership in any said Caucus is limited toydelected members of the House. No
party, person, nor organization who is not a did#gted member of the House shall be involved
in nor be allowed to join nor participate in anyrmar in the business of the Caucus.

(c) Membership in any said Caucus is open to thdse are primarily in said affiliate
group, but should not necessarily be closed tordtloese members.

(d) Notwithstanding 45(c):

(1) Any Caucus organized around a political paffiliation is limited solely to those
House members who belong to said party.

(2) Any Caucus organized around a county and/oricipal affiliation is limited solely
to those House members who represent said coudtgramunicipality.

(e) The duties of each Caucus shall be to providenamon association and opportunity
for members to interact with each other and to esklconcerns and to act as a positive body to

implement legislation, initiatives, suggestions astder forms of action on issues of common
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interest to the membership.

() The governing body of any Caucus is limitedat@hairperson and vice chairperson
and any member of the Caucus shall be eligibletd any office.

(g9) The duties of the officers shall be as follows:

(1) Chairperson:

() To preside over all meetings of the Caucus;

(if) To provide an agenda for each meeting to thadtending; and

(iii) To conduct the annual election of officers.

(2) Vice Chairperson:

(i) To assume duties of the Chairperson in hiséfsence; and

(ii) To conduct all votes, not withstanding 45(9){), at meetings.

(h) Office holders shall be elected by a simpleantj of a quorum vote by the body for
a two (2) - year term.

() In the event an officer cannot fulfill his oehterm, the following rules shall apply:

(1) A vacancy in the Chairperson’s office shalffiled by the Vice Chairperson.

(2) A vacancy in the Vice-Chairperson’s office $Ha filled by a majority vote of a
quorum of the membership of the Caucus.

(3) The term of the replaced officers shall begimiediately and shall terminate upon the
regular election of new officers.

() A quorum shall consist of two-thirds (2/3) et current membership of the Caucus.

(k) No budget shall be appropriated for any Caunusshall any Caucus engage in the
raising of funds nor in-kind donations to pay fayaf its activities.

(D All caucuses shall be established by writtentifivation to the Speaker or his/her
designee with all elections being held one monthrahe establishment. The two (2) - year
election term shall run from the date of said étect

(m) Rules 45(f), 45(g), 45(h), and 45(i) shall apply to political party caucuses.

(n) Nothing shall preclude the formation of joigiucuses between the house and senate.

(o) Effective with the 2013 leqgislative sessidmere shall be a standing caucus to be

known as the “Freshman Caucus.” The Freshman Gasltall consist of and be limited to all

members of the house who are serving in their éirgecond year as a member of the House of

Representatives, without regard to political affibn. The Speaker of the House shall convene

the first session of the Freshman Caucus as sopmascable for organizational purposes, and

the Freshman Caucus shall then organize itselfctordance with these rules. After the

Freshman Caucus convened in 2013 has served fof2wansecutive legislative sessions, said

LC02248 - Page 2 of 3



Caucus shall be dissolved, and a new Freshman €alall be formed from among the then

newly elected members of the House. Provided,imptshall prohibit a group of representatives

who have served together as a Freshman Caucusyémipe into a new Caucus once their

Freshman Caucus has been dissolved.
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