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2012 -- S 2608

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION -- HEALTH AND SAFETY

Introduced By:Senators DiPalma, Ottiano, Miller, Tassoni, and/&le

Date IntroducedMarch 01, 2012

Referred ToSenate Education

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Section 16-21-4 of the General Laws lma@er 16-21 entitled "Health and
Safety of Pupils" is hereby amended to read asvili

16-21-4. Fire, evacuation and lockdown drills required -- Failure to comply. -- (a) It

shall be the duty of the principal or other persorcharge of every public school or private
school, college, university, or postsecondary tnstins or educational institution within the

state, having more than twenty-five (25) pupilsinstruct and train the pupils by means of drills,
so that they may in a sudden emergency be abkate Ischool buildings and dormitories in the
shortest possible time and without confusion origpan

(b) Notwithstanding other provisions of this sewotiin # all schoolsor buildings used

for educational purposes through twelfth L@rade by six (6) or more persons for four (4) or

more hours per day or more than twelve (12) howns vpeek-but-coleges—universities;- or
postsecondary—institutionghere shall befifteen—15) fire drills, evacuationdrills or rapid

dismissalsas follows:
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(1) For schools or buildings used for educationabppses through the fifth {% grade,

there shall be a minimum of the (10) drills peraahyear. The ten (10) drills includes two (2)

evacuation drills and two (2) lockdown drills. Ofire drill or rapid dismissal and one lockdown

drill shall be held within the first thirty (30) gla of school and a minimum of one per month

thereafter;

(2) For sixth (&) through twelfth (19) grade, there shall be a minimum of six (6) drills

The six (6) drills shall include one evacuation &nd (2) lockdown drills. One fire drill or rapid

dismissal and one lockdown drill shall be held watthe first thirty (30) days of school and a

minimum of one per quarter thereafter.

(3) For schools that house a combination of theeafientioned grades, the school shall

be required to hold the requisite number of firlsdbased upon the lowest grade served.

(c) Evacuation drills shall be designed and conduftiedse when conditions outside the
school building are safer than conditions inside bhilding. Lockdown drills shall be designed
and conducted for use to protect school buildingupants from potential dangers in the building.

Superintendents and/or principals or their equiMaleénay increase the number of drills that are

required each vear.

b)(d) (1) In colleges, universities, postsecondary tastins, and residence facilities in
public schools or private schools there shall bkeast four (4) drills or rapid dismissals during
the academic year for each school building or e¥sid facility, at least two (2) of which shall be
held between the months of September through Deseriihe remaining two (2) drills shall be
held between the months of January through Jung. odilege, university, or postsecondary
institution that holds a summer session shall tzoldtill or rapid dismissal during the first full
week of the summer session.

(2) At least one drill or rapid dismissal shall destructed so that at least one or more
exits or stairways in the school building or downjtare blocked off or not used.

{€)(3) For purposes of this section "residence facilitgéans dormitory, fraternity,
sorority, or any other type of residence hall, wieeton campus or off campus, owned or leased
by a college, university, postsecondary institugiopublic schools, or private school with
accommaodations for twenty (20) or more students.

{eh(4) Notwithstanding other provisions of this sectidine drills shall be required in
colleges or universities only for buildings whiate aised for a residence facility.

(e) Neglect by any principal or any person in ckaof any public or private school or

educational institution to comply with the provisgof this section shall be a misdemeanor
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punishable by a fine not exceeding five hundretbd®$500).
SECTION 2. Sections 23-28.12-15 and 23-28.12-3thefGeneral Laws in Chapter 23-
28.12 entitled "Schools" are hereby amended to asddllows:

23-28.12-15. Fire alarm systems. -- (a) It shall be the duty of the principal or other

person in charge of every public school or privetbool er—educational-institution—within-the

college, university or post secondary institutiongducational institution within the state, having

more than twenty-five (25) pupils, to instruct amain the pupils by means of drills, so that they

may, in a sudden emergency, be able to leave sd¢hololings and dormitories in the shortest

possible time and without confusion or panic.

(b) Notwithstanding other provisions of this segtitn all schools or buildings used for

educational purposes through the twelfth"jlgrade by six (6) or more persons for four (4) or

more hours per day or more than twelve (12) hoarsyeek, there shall be fire drills, evacuation

drills or rapid dismissals as follows:

(1) For schools or buildings used for educationabpses through the fifth {% grade,

there shall be a minimum of ten (10) drills peraahyear. The ten (10) drills includes two (2)

evacuation drills and two (2) lockdown drills. Ofire drill or rapid dismissal and one lockdown

drill shall be held within the first thirty (30) gla of school and a minimum of one per month

thereatfter;
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(2) For sixth (&) through twelfth (19) grade, there shall be a minimum of six (6) drills

The six (6) drills shall include one evacuation &nd (2) lockdown drills. One fire drill or rapid

dismissal and one lockdown drill shall be held witthe first thirty (30) days of school and a

minimum of one per quarter thereafter

(3) For schools that house a combination of theeafientioned grades, the school shall

be required to hold the requisite number of firdlsdlbased upon the lowest grade served.

(c) Evacuation drills shall be designed and coretliébr use when conditions outside the

school building are safer than conditions inside lilding. Lockdown drills shall be designed

and conducted for use to protect school buildincupants from potential dangers in the building.

Superintendents and/or principals or their equiMalenay increase the number of drills that are

required each year.

(d)(1) In colleges, universities, postsecondarnyitunsons, and residence facilities in

public schools or private schools there shall bleast four (4) drills or rapid dismissals during

the academic year for each school building or srgid facility, at least two (2) of which shall be

held between the months of September through Desenfibe remaining two (2) drills shall be

held between the months of January through Jung. odtiege, university, or postsecondary

institution that holds a summer session shall woldtill or rapid dismissal during the first full

week of the summer session.

(2) At least one drill or rapid dismissal shall destructed so that at least one or more

exits or stairways in the school building or doanjtare blocked off or not used.

(3) For purposes of this section “residence fagiliheans dormitory, fraternity, sorority,

or any other type of residence hall, whether onpramor off campus, owned or leased by a

college, university, postsecondary institutions, bljju schools, or private school with

accommodations for twenty (20) or more students.

(4) Notwithstanding other provisions of this segtidire drills shall be required in

colleges or universities only for buildings whiale aised for a residence facility.

(d) Neglect by any principal or any person in cleaod any public or private school or

educational institution to comply with the provis# of this section shall be a misdemeanor

punishable by a fine not exceeding five hundretbade($500).

(e) Written reports, on forms supplied by the dapant of elementary and secondary

education, of each fire drill shall be completednediately upon termination of every drill and

shall be available for review by the fire marshadsistant deputy fire marshal, or local fire

authority. The fire marshal, assistant deputy i@ shal, or local fire authority may require that a

fire drill be conducted in his or her presence.
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23-28.12-36. Fire alarm systems -- Fire drills -- Penalties. -- (a) It shall be the duty of

the principal or other person in charge of everpliguschool or private schoal—educational

. college, university, or postsecondary

institutions or educational institution within tlséate, having more than twenty-five (25) pupils,

to instruct and train the pupils by means of dridls that they may, in a sudden emergency, be

able to leave school buildings and dormitorieshm $hortest possible time and without confusion

or panic.

(b) Notwithstanding other provisions of this segtiin all schools or buildings used for

educational purposes through the twelfth"ji@rade by six (6) or more persons for four (4) or

more hours per day or more than twelve (12) hoarsyeek, there shall be fire drills, evacuation

drills or rapid dismissals as follows:

(1) For schools or buildings used for educationabpses through the fifth {% grade,

there shall be a minimum of ten (10) drills perauhyear. The ten (10) drills includes two (2)

evacuation drills and two (2) lockdown drills. Ofire drill or rapid dismissal and one lockdown

drill shall be held within the first thirty (30) gla of school and a minimum of one per month

thereatfter;

(2) For sixth (&) through twelfth (19) grade, there shall be a minimum of six (6) drills

The six (6) drills shall include one evacuation &nd (2) lockdown drills. One fire drill or rapid

dismissal and one lockdown drill shall be held witthe first thirty (30) days of school and a

minimum of one per quarter thereatfter;

(3) For schools that house a combination of theeafientioned grades, the school shall

be required to hold the requisite number of firdlslbased upon the lowest grade served.

Evacuation drills shall be designed and conductedu$e when conditions outside the

LC01593 - Page 5 of 7



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

school building are safer than conditions inside lilding. Lockdown drills shall be designed

and conducted for use to protect school buildincupants from potential dangers in the building.

Superintendents and/or principals or their equiMalénay increase the number of drills that are

required each year.

(c)(D) In colleges, universities, postsecondarytiingons, and residence facilities in

public schools or private schools there shall bleast four (4) drills or rapid dismissals during

the academic year for each school building or sergid facility, at least two (2) of which shall be

held between the months of September through Desenibe remaining two (2) drills shall be

held between the months of January through Jung. odtiege, university, or postsecondary

institution that holds a summer session shall foldtill or rapid dismissal during the first full

week of the summer session.

(2) At least one drill or rapid dismissal shall destructed so that at least one or more

exits or stairways in the school building or doomnjtare blocked off or not used.

(3) For purposes of this section “residence fagiliheans dormitory, fraternity, sorority,

or any other type of residence hall, whether onpramor off campus, owned or leased by a

college, university, postsecondary institutions, bljju schools, or private school with

accommodations for twenty (20) or more students.

(4) Notwithstanding other provisions of this sewtidire drills shall be required in

colleges or universities only for buildings whiale aised for a residence facility.

(d) Neglect by any principal or any person in cleaod any public or private school or

educational institution to comply with the provis# of this section shall be a misdemeanor

punishable by a fine not exceeding five hundretbade($500).

{e)(e) Written reports, on forms supplied by the depanihté elementary and secondary
education, of each fire drill shall be completednediately upon termination of every drill and
shall be available for review by the fire marshadsistant deputy fire marshal, or local fire
authority. The fire marshal, assistant deputyriarshal, or local fire authority may require that a
fire drill be conducted in his or her presence.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION -- HEALTH AND SAFETY

*%k%k

This act would amend the fire safety statutes tabdish greater detail and specifications
regarding the type, manner, and frequency of saliellg in educational facilities which would be
dependent upon certain factors such as the gradedéthe educational facility, the hours spent
in the facility.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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