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2013 -- H 5600

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

RELATING TO WATERS AND NAVIGATION -- PRUDENCE ISLAND FERRY
AUTHORITY

Introduced ByRepresentatives Gallison, Marshall, Canario, ashddtds

Date IntroducedFebruary 27, 2013

Referred ToHouse Corporations

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Title 46 of the General Laws entitled AMERS AND NAVIGATION" is
hereby amended by adding thereto the following t&rap
CHAPTER 32

THE PRUDENCE ISLAND FERRY AUTHORITY

46-32-1. Prudence Island ferry authority created -- Composition. -- There is hereby

created a body corporate and public to be knowth@sPrudence Island Ferry Authority." The

authority shall consist of five (5) members, th(8g of whom shall be residents of the town of

Portsmouth to be appointed by the Portsmouth tawamcil, provided that one member shall be a

resident of Prudent Island and two (2) of whom Isbalresidents of the town of Bristol, to be

appointed by the Bristol town council. Members kbaive at the pleasure of the appointing town

council.

46-32-2. Powers and duties of commission. -- The authority shall have the following

powers and duties:

(1) To sue and be sued, complain and defend, consorate name;

(2) To have a seal which may be altered at pleamuleto use the same by causing it, or

a facsimile thereof, to be impressed or affixethany other manner reproduced;

(3) To purchase, take, receive, lease or otheragsgire, own, hold, improve, operate,

maintain and repair, use or otherwise deal in artld, weal or personal property, or any interest
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therein, wherever situated;

(4) To sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exgpharansfer, and otherwise dispose of,

all or any part of its property and assets for saohsideration and upon such terms and

conditions as the authority shall determine;

(5) To fix rates or collect charges for the usehsf facilities of, or services rendered by,

or any commodities furnished by, the authority;

(6) To make such contracts and quarantees anauo liabilities, borrow money at such

rates of interest as the authority may determine;

(7) To make and execute agreements of lease, comlitsales contracts, installment

sales contracts, loan agreements, mortgages, gotisir contracts, operation contracts and other

contracts and instruments necessary or convemehei exercise of the powers and functions of

the authority granted by this chapter;

(8) To lend money for its purposes, invest andvesi its funds and at its option to take

and hold real and personal property as securitthidfunds so loaned or invested;

(9) To acquire, or contract to acquire, from anyspa, firm, corporation, municipality,

the federal government or the state, or any ageh@ither the federal government or state by

grant, purchase, lease, gift, condemnation or wiiser or to obtain options for the acquisition of

any property, real or personal, improved or uninaprh and interests in land less the fee thereof;

and to own, hold, clear, develop, maintain, opekatd rehabilitate, sell, assign, exchange,

transfer, convey, lease, mortgage, or otherwigeodes or encumber the same for the purposes of

carrying out the provisions and intent of this dieafior such consideration as the authority shall

determine;

(10) To conduct its activities, carry on its opemas and have offices and exercise its

power granted by this act within or without the uor state;

(11) To elect or appoint officers and agents ofatthority and to define their duties and

fix their compensation, except as otherwise expyrdissited herein;

(12) To make and alter bylaws not inconsistent whilk chapter, for the administration

and requlation of the affairs of the authority amdch bylaws may contain provisions

indemnifying any person who is or was a directdficer, employee agent of the authority; or is

or was serving at the request of the authority dsextor, officer, employee or agent of another

corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust timeo enterprise in the manner and to the extent

provided in section 7-1.1-4.1 of the Rhode IslangdiBess Corporation Act.

(13) To be a promoter, partner, member, associatenanager of any partnership,

enterprise or venture;
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(14) To enter who cooperative agreements with sitbe towns for the purpose of

operating a ferry service in accordance with thigpter; and

(15) To have and exercise all powers necessarg@meenient to effect its purposes.

46-32-3. Exclusiveright to operate. -- The exclusive right to operate ferry service to and

from Prudence Island in the town of Portsmoutthdseby vested in the Prudence lIsland ferry

authority, notwithstanding any statute, law, ruter@gulation to the contrary, the public utilities

commission shall have no jurisdiction or authoréiating to the Prudence Island ferry authority.

46-32-4. Exclusive right to set tolls and charges. -- (a) The Prudence lIsland ferry

authority is deemed to have the exclusive rightgtablish the tolls, rates or charges to be paid

for any services performed by or connected toderaperated to or from Prudence Island in the

town of Portsmouth, Rhode Island . The authoriglistet such tolls, rates or charges by a vote of

a majority of the full Prudence Island ferry auihor

(b) No increase shall be made in a toll, rate @rgé except after thirty (30) days' notice

to the public, posting the increase in plain tyjsplhyed at every dock, station or office where

payments are made by the users of the ferry service

46-32-5. Exclusive right to contract ferry services. -- The Prudence lIsland ferry

authority is deemed to have the exclusive righéxecute contracts relating to the operation of

ferry services to and from Prudence Island in dgwentof Portsmouth, Rhode Island.

46-32-6. Severability. -- In case, for any reason, any section, part of @ectlause or

provision of this chapter shall be questioned iy eourt or determined to be unconstitutional or

invalid, the clause or provision shall not in anwwaffect any other section, part of section,

clause or provision of this chapter.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO WATERS AND NAVIGATION -- PRUDENCE ISLAND FERRY
AUTHORITY

*%k*k

This act would establish the Prudence Island fautyority which would have exclusive
authority to operate ferry services both to andnflerudence Island.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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