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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS - EARLY OHF&E FOR MEDICAL
INJURY CLAIMS

Introduced By:Senators Bates, and Hodgson

Date IntroducedMarch 06, 2013

Referred ToSenate Health & Human Services

(Lieutenant Governor)

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Title 5 of the General Laws entitled "BMESSES AND PROFESSIONS"
is hereby amended by adding thereto the followimpter:

CHAPTER 37.8

EARLY OFFERS FOR MEDICAL INJURY CLAIMS

5-37.8-1. Defintions. -As used in this chapter:

(1) “Claim for medical injury” means any claim agsi a medical care provider, whether

based in tort, contract, or otherwise, to recosnages on account of a medical injury.

(2) “Claimant” means an individual who, in his arlown right, or on behalf of another

as otherwise permitted by law, is seeking comp@&nsdbr a medical injury, due to alleged sub-

standard medical care or treatment.

(3) “Early offer” means an offer to pay an injurpdrson’s economic loss related to a

medical injury, and reasonable attorney’'s fees emsts incurred in representing the injured

person under this chapter. No other damages okialyshall be included in an early offer under

this chapter.

(4) “Economic loss” means monetary expenses indubse or on behalf of a claimant

reasonably related to a medical injury and its egosnces, including actual out-of-pocket

medical expenses, replacement services, addifpaymhent to the claimant pursuant to section 5-

37.8-7, and one hundred percent (100%) of the daii® salary, wages, or income from self-
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employment or contract work lost as a result of medical injury. Economic loss does not

include: pain and suffering, punitive damages, enbd compensatory damages, exemplary

damages, damages for loss of enjoyment of life dhieddamages), inconvenience, physical

impairment, mental anguish, emotional pain andesurf}, and loss of the following: earning

capacity, consortium, society, companionship, catnforotection, marital care, parental care,

attention, advice, counsel, training, guidance durcation, and all other non-economic damages

of any kind.

(5) “Hearing officer” means a person of judiciadémr legal training, common sense, and

a respect for the law, chosen by agreement of dniep from a list of neutral persons maintained

by the judicial branch office of mediation and #&wdtion. If the parties cannot agree on the choice

of a hearing officer, one will be selected at randwom the list by the insurance department.

Fees paid to the hearing officer for presiding edirings under this chapter shall be paid by the

medical care provider at a rate of two hundredadsl($200) per hour and shall be reviewed for

reasonableness by the insurance department. Nanteaifficer shall be employed by the

insurance department or shall serve if such semwimald constitute a conflict under the Rhode

Island Rules of Professional Conduct, or would negulisqualification under the Code of

Judicial Conduct.

(6) “Medical care provider” means a physician, pbigs’'s assistant, registered or

licensed practical nurse, hospital, clinic, or othealth care provider or agency licensed by the

state, or otherwise lawfully providing medical careservices, or an officer, employee, or agent

thereof acting in the course of and scope of enmént.

(7) “Medical injury” or “injury” means any adverseuntoward, or undesired

consequences caused by professional services eehdbgr a medical care provider, whether

resulting from negligence, error, or omission ia fferformance of such services; from rendition

of such services without informed consent or inableof warranty or in violation of contract;

from failure to diagnose; from premature abandorinoém patient or of a course of treatment;

from failure properly to maintain equipment or aaptes necessary to the rendition of such

services; or otherwise arising out of or sustainetie course of such services.

(8) “Notice of injury” means written notice by ciied mail provided to the medical care

provider alleged to have caused a medical injury, @ntaining:

(i) The name, address, and telephone number afdimant;

(i) The believed date and place of the allegediostdhjury;

(iif) The nature of the alleged injury;

(iv) An explanation, if known, as to how the alldgajury was caused;
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(v) A description of the severity of the allege¢uiy, including the claimant’s opinion of

where the injury is located on the National Pramigr Data Bank severity scale;

(vi) Medical records and medical bills associateithvihe alleged injury or a limited

authorization allowing the medical care providerotatain medical records and medical bills

associated with the alleged injury;

(vii) Evidence of lost wages or income from self@ayment or contract work for the

individual suffering from an alleged medical injuwhich may be supplied through income tax

returns or paycheck stubs for the year prior toafened injury and any subsequent records up to

the date of the notice of alleged injury, or a tedi authorization allowing the medical care

provider to obtain such records;

(viii) A demand for economic loss resulting fronethlleged injury, that includes only

medical expenses, replacement services, reasoatblaey’s fees, and lost wages, or income

from self-employment or contract work;

(ix) The name, address, and telephone number iohald’s attorney; and

(x) A request that the medical care provider extandearly offer of settlement of the

(9) “Personal representative” means an executomirastrator, successor personal

representative, or special administrator of a dectsl estate or a person legally authorized to

perform substantially the same functions.

(10) “Reasonable attorney’s fee” means twenty par(%) of the present value of the

claimant’'s economic loss and the reasonable costgred in representing the injured person

under this chapter.

(11) “Replacement services” means expenses redgonabrred in obtaining ordinary

and necessary services from others, who are notbewsnof the injured person’s household, in

lieu of those the injured person would have perfmrfor the benefit of the household, but could

not because of the injury.

(12) “Wages” means monetary payment for servicadersed, and the reasonable value

of board, rent, housing, lodging, fuel, or a simid@lvantage received from the employer and

gratuities received in the course of employmeninfaihers than the employer; but “wages” shall

not include any sum paid by the employer to theleyge to cover any special expenses incurred

by the employee because of the nature of the emm@oy, For individuals receiving employment

security benefits pursuant to chapters 42-44 lef 28 at the time of the injury, wages shall equal

the wage rate used to determine the unemployedlithdil’'s benefit pursuant to section 28-44-1

at all. For a minor who is injured prior to readhithe age of eighteen (18) and who is unable to
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perform any gainful work as a result of the medioglry, upon reaching the age of eighteen (18)

wages shall equal the mean Rhode Island per capitame as shown by the American

Community Survey’s 1-year Estimate (inflation ada, produced by the United States Census

Bureau.

5-37.8-2. Procedure. -fa) After a medical injury, the claimant may:

(1) Pursue resolution of a claim for medical injpryrsuant to this chapter; or

(2) Pursue an action for medical injury as providettle 9 of the Rhode Island general

(b) For as long as the claimant and medical pravéile proceeding under this chapter,

this section shall govern the procedure for resolthe medical injury claim at issue between the

two (2) parties, notwithstanding any other provisad law.

(c) If the claimant elects to pursue a remedy umidisrchapter, the claimant shall serve a

notice of injury to the medical care provider aldgto be responsible for the injury and an

executed notification and waiver of rights in tloenh set forth in section 5-37.8-13, by certified

mail, return receipt requested.

(d) Upon the receipt by the medical care providea motice of injury and an executed

notification and waiver of rights, the medical carevider may elect to:

(1) Extend an early offer of settlement; or

(2) Decline to extend an early offer of settlement.

(e) A claimant’s failure to submit a notice of injurequesting an early offer, or a

provider's failure to extend an early offer, shadt be subject to review in any hearing, court, or

other proceeding of any kind.

(f) The medical care provider shall respond todlamant’s notice of injury in writing,

within ninety (90) days, setting forth the detafsits early offer, or indicating that the medical

care provider has decided not to extend an eafty of settlement. The medical care provider’'s

written response shall be sent by certified maium receipt requested, to the address provided

in the claimant’s notice of injury.

(g) The medical care provider may request in wgitihat the individual alleging a

medical injury submit to an independent medicalneration by a qualified and board certified

physician chosen by the medical care provider amdeal to by the claimant at a time and place

reasonably convenient for the claimant. If the ipartannot agree on a physician to conduct the

examination within thirty (30) days of the requdahe hearing officer shall select the physician.

The physician conducting the examination shallbeoéaffiliated directly or indirectly in any way,

with the medical care provider alleged to have edube injury. The cost of the examination,
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including reasonable travel expenses for the clainshall be paid by the medical care provider’'s

professional liability insurance company. Withimdi(5) days of receipt, the medical provider or

its insurer shall, at no cost to the claimant, mevthe claimant with all reports and documents

originating from the examination. The claimant $la#do be entitled to obtain a transcript and/or

audio-video recording of the examination at thentdat's expense. Any physician conducting

medical examinations under this section shall bgoimd standing with the department of health.

(h) If the medical care provider requests that th@mant submit to a physical

examination as set forth in subsection (g), the tathowed for a medical care provider to respond

to the claimant’s notice of injury shall be exteddwy thirty (30) days.

(i) _If the medical care provider extends an eaffer the claimant shall accept or reject

the medical care provider’'s written offer in wriinvithin sixty (60) days of receipt of the offer.

If the claimant requests a hearing pursuant toiagedi-37.8-10, to resolve any dispute with

respect to the content of an early offer, the tmamee within which the claimant may accept or

reject the early offer shall be extended until (&®) days after the decision on the disputed issue

is issued by the hearing officer.

(1) If the claimant accepts the medical care prevrl early offer, the claimant shall

notify the medical care provider in writing by déed mail, return receipt requested, and

thereafter, the claimant is barred from pursuing @aim for the same medical injury against any

medical care provider.

(k) If the claimant rejects the medical care previs early offer or does not accept the

medical care provider’'s early offer within the timenstraints provided by subsection (i), the

early offer shall be considered rejected. A clailmaho rejects an early offer may pursue an

action for medical injury against the medical caravider pursuant to title 9 of the Rhode Island

general laws.

(D _A claimant who rejects an early offer and whoed not prevail in an action for

medical injury against the medical care providerbing awarded at least one hundred twenty-

five percent (125%) of the early offer amount, Ebal responsible for paying the medical care

provider's reasonable attorney's fees and codatsrattin the proceedings under this chapter. The

claimant shall certify to the court that a bondther suitable security for payment of the medical

care provider's reasonable attorney's fees and bastbeen posted before the court shall consider

the claimant’s case.

5-37.8-3.Unrepresented Claimant. --(a) If the claimant is not represented by legal

counsel, upon receiving a notice of injury, the rmoadcare provider shall provide a neutral

advisor who is a member of the Rhode Island Bamodiasion, at the medical care provider's
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expense, to offer assistance to the claimant ardicadecare provider under this chapter. Among

other things, the neutral advisor shall encourdégectaimant to consider retaining an attorney,

and shall ensure the claimant is aware of therdiffees between proceeding under this chapter or

as provided in title 9 of the Rhode Island genkrak.

(b) A claimant who was unrepresented at the tineecthimant submitted the notice and

waiver of rights shall have the right to withdrawe thotice of injury and the notice and waiver of

rights within five (5) business days after the mlant’'s first meeting with the neutral advisor,

which shall occur no later than ten (10) businesssdrom claimant’s notification of the identity

of the neutral advisor. In the event the claimarthdvaws the notice of injury, the early offer

process shall be terminated and both parties ghafleed as if the notice of injury was never

filed.

(c) No medical care provider or insurer shall edtan early offer prior to the expiration

of fifteen (15) business days after the claimacergs notification of the appointment of the

neutral advisor.

5-37.8-4. Confidentiality.-- (a) Proceedings, records, and communications during

negotiation of an early offer shall be treated asape and confidential by the claimant and the

medical care provider. The outcome and any othdlings, evidence, or statements made or

offered by a party or a party’'s representative mymegotiation of an early offer and relevant

only to the early offer process are not admissileourt, shall not be submitted or used for any

purpose in a subsequent trial, and shall not béghwblisclosed.

(b) A notice of injury provided pursuant to subsatt5-37.8-2(c), and subsequent

actions taken pursuant to this chapter shall benpkérom any requirement to report information

to the department of health, except in the casgdities reach a settlement under this chapter.

5-37.8-5. Payment of Early Offer. -{a) If an early offer is accepted, economic losses

previously incurred by the claimant as a resuthefmedical injury and the reasonable attorney’s

fees shall be paid by the medical care providethéo claimant within fifteen (15) days of an

acceptance by the claimant of an early offer.

(b) If an early offer is accepted, the medical cprevider shall pay future economic

losses incurred by the claimant to the claimarguah losses accrue. If any requested payment is

denied, the medical provider shall notify the clamhin writing of the denial and the basis for

denial, and inform the claimant that any requestaftiearing under section 5-37.8-10 regarding

the denial must be made within thirty (30) dayshef date of denial.

(1) Payments for medical bills arising after thelyeaffer settlement is reached shall be

made within fifteen (15) days after the medicalecprovider receives reasonable proof of the
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facts asserted by the claimant and the amountsefdastained. If reasonable proof is not supplied

as to the entire claim, the amount supported byamgble proof shall be paid within fifteen (15)

days after such proof is received by the medicad psovider. Any part or all of the remainder of

the claim that is later supported by reasonablefmball be paid within fifteen (15) days of such

proof being received by the medical care providéie medical care provider shall pay any and

all fees and charges incurred by the claimant tiegufrom failure to make timely payment of

medical bills.

(2) Payment of lost wages shall be made weeklha Atinimum, such payments shall be

adjusted annually on July 1 by a factor equal ® ghrcentage change in the Consumer Price

Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for the pritwelve (12) months established by the

Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics.

(3) Payment of any other amounts due under an etidy shall be paid within thirty (30)

days of the date that the provider receives netimkproof of the fact and amount that is due.

(4) When necessary for the medical care providertsoinsurer to evaluate whether

medical expenses are reasonably related to thecalddjury, the medical care provider may

request in writing that the claimant submit to adgpendent medical evaluation as provided by

subsection 5-37.8-2(Q).

(c) Interest shall accrue at the rate of one ardhaif percent (1.5%) per month on any

amounts due under an early offer that are not asigrescribed by this section.

(d) In lieu of periodic payments, the claimant aneldical care provider may agree upon

a lump sum payment for any and all potential futecenomic losses suffered by the claimant,

provided that the lump sum agreement is reviewatl agproved by a hearing officer after a

hearing.

5-37.8-6. Compensation for Death. # death results from a medical injury, the amount

of an early offer pursuant to this chapter shallude:

(1) Any economic loss incurred by the decedentrgdaleath;

(2) The value at the time of death of what wouldehdeen the net earnings of the

deceased, less living expenses during the periddsadr her life expectance, but for the medical

injury;

(3) The value of replacement services during thegdef the decedent’s life expectance,

but for the medical injury;

(4) The additional payment determined pursuangttien 5-37.8-7; and

(5) A reasonable attorney’s fee.

5-37.8-7.Additional Payment to the Claimant. -- (a) In _addition to the lost wages,
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medical expenses, and replacement services, ecohassiincluded in any early offer under this

chapter shall include an additional payment tocthgmant.

(b) The additional payment, as adjusted under stibse(e), that must be included in an

early offer shall be:

(1) For a temporary injury involving only emotionarm, without physical injury: six

thousand six hundred dollars ($6,600).

(2) For a temporary injury involving insignificamtarm: two thousand one hundred

dollars ($2,100).

(3) For a temporary injury involving minor harm:vea thousand eight hundred dollars

($7,800).

(4) For a temporary injury involving major harmhi¢ty-one thousand five hundred

dollars ($31,500).

(5) For a permanent injury involving minor harmirtyrfive thousand five hundred

dollars ($35,500).

(6) For a permanent injury involving significantrim eighty-one thousand five hundred

dollars ($81,500).

(7) For a permanent injury involving major harm:eonundred twenty-seven thousand

five hundred dollars ($127,500).

(8) For a permanent injury involving grave harm,aor injury resulting in death: one

hundred forty thousand dollars ($140,000).

(c) Classification of injuries under subsection837(b) using the National Practitioner

Data Bank severity scale.

(d) Either party may request a hearing pursuasetiion 5-37.8-10 to resolve a dispute

regarding classification of injury severity undeistsection.

(e) The additional payment amounts in subsectidstibll be adjusted annually on July 1

beginning in 2013 by a factor equal to the peraggntzhange in the CPI-U index for medical care

for the Northeast Regqion for the prior twelve (h29dnths established by the Federal Bureau of

Labor Statistics.

5-37.8-8.Assignments; Certain Claims of Creditors. --

(a) Payments for economic loss under this chapit sot be assignable.

(b) Claims for child support, spousal support, ombination child and spousal support

payments, pursuant to section 15-11.1-1, may beresd against economic loss settlements.

5-37.8-9. Multiple Parties Alleged to Have Contribted to Causing Medical Injury. —

(a) Every early offer to settle a claim under ftitspter shall include all of the economic
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loss, plus a reasonable attorney fee as set fertfirh and shall not be reduced or apportioned

based on comparative fault of multiple providersyAnedical care provider, or combination of

providers alleged to have contributed to causingnpmy may extend an early offer as provided

in this chapter, and acceptance of that offer leydlaimant shall bar any further lawsuit or other

claims for compensation by the claimant againstratlical care providers arising as a result of

the same medical injury. However, any medical gamvider that extends an early offer to a

claimant may seek contribution in a separate adcimainst any medical care provider or other

party that contributed to causing the medical yjdihe injured individual shall not be a party to

any action for contribution between medical ca@vjgters; however, the injured individual shall

reasonably cooperate with the proceedings and geowuch reasonable information and

testimony as may be necessary to resolve the batioh claim. The parties to the action shall

pay the injured individual all reasonable costaisded with such reasonable cooperation and

testimony, including travel expenses and reasonksie of earnings or a witness fee of one

hundred dollars ($100) per day, whichever is greate

(b) Nothing in this section shall limit claims byet claimant against any party other than

medical care providers who participated in prowidmedical care which gave rise to the medical

injury.

5-37.8-10. Dispute Resolution. -{a) Upon the request of either party, a qualified

hearing officer shall be chosen as provided in sukidn 5-37.8-1(5) to resolve a dispute

regarding an early offer made under this chapter.

(b) Dispute resolution under this chapter shaliméed to the following issues:

(1) Whether an early offer includes all of the emwic loss related to the injury that is

required by this chapter;

(2) Whether economic loss of any kind, past or reituasserted by the claimant, is

reasonably related to an injury that is the sulpéein early offer;

(3) Which severity level, pursuant to section 5837, most closely describes the injury

that is the subject of an early offer; or

(4) What the net present value of an early offerfas the purposes of calculating the

appropriate payment for reasonable attorney’s fees.

(c) No other disputes arising under this chaptey rbpa the subject of, or resolved

through, a hearing under this section.

(d) Any request for a hearing pursuant to thisisacthall contain a reasonably complete

statement of the issue or issues to be resolvétkilmearing and shall fully identify all parties to

the dispute. Any issue not listed in subsection/%30(b) shall not be considered. Hearings
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concerning economic loss that arise after a segtémnder this chapter shall be requested within

thirty (30) days of the date payment for such eocsindoss is denied under subsection 5-37.8-

S(b).

(e) The medical care provider or, if applicablee thedical care provider's insurer shall

pay all reasonable costs associated with a heandegr this section.

(f) Hearings conducted under this chapter shalytweerned exclusively by this section

and by rules adopted pursuant to section 5-37.8-15.

(9) Any hearing conducted under this chapter ghaltonducted within forty-five (45)

days of the request and a decision shall be issuttin ten (10) days of completion of the

hearing. Hearings may be conducted in person ephenically.

(h) On a motion from any party, or on his or hemomotion, a hearing officer may

summarily determine any issue in dispute withoutearing if it appears from the record that

there are no material issues of fact in disputeaBseement of the parties, any dispute may be

determined by the hearing officer on the writtecore without a hearing.

(i) Hearings conducted pursuant to this chaptell Bedimited to a reasonable amount of

time as determined by the hearing officer, shatlnegquire the presence or testimony of expert

witnesses, and shall be recorded by an accurate audtenographic recording of all testimony,

available to both parties at the non-prevailingipar expense.

(i) Parties to a hearing under this section shalhange exhibits and witness lists at least

ten (10) days prior to the hearing. No exhibit niieyintroduced or witness called in a hearing

unless exchanged with the opposing party pursedatig subsection.

(k) The hearing officer shall issue a written dexigesolving the issues in dispute. If the

hearing officer finds against the medical provider any issue, the decision shall modify the

terms of the early offer. The early offer, as msdifby the decision of the hearing officer, shall

be binding on the parties.

(D) In a hearing conducted pursuant to this sectibthe hearing officer determines the

claimant’s position to be frivolous, the claimahil reimburse the medical care provider for its

costs related to presenting the dispute to theirmpaifficer, up to a maximum of one thousand

dollars ($1,000).

(m) In a hearing conducted pursuant to subsecti@@.8-10(b) of this section, if the

hearing officer determines the medical care praisdeosition to be frivolous, the medical care

provider shall reimburse the claimant for its casiated to presenting the dispute to the hearing

officer, up to a maximum of one thousand dollark,@$0), or if the claimant is unrepresented,

pay the claimant double the amount that was frivelyw disputed or denied.
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5-37.8-11. Limitations of Claims. —<a) Claims for medical injury under this chapter

shall be subject to the limitation set forth ints@t 9-1-14.1.

(b) Providing a notice of injury to a medical caa®vider as provided in this chapter

shall operate to toll the applicable statute ofithtion with respect to that injury from the time

such notice is provided to a medical care providdil the expiration of time for a medical care

provider to extend an early offer, or if an earfiepis extended, until the acceptance or rejection

of an early offer by the claimant, whichever ocdatsr.

5-37.8-12. Subrogation. --Any insurer or third party who has paid or reimimats

economic losses to or for the benefit of the claithahall have the right of subrogation against

the medical provider entering into an early offes@itlement under this chapter.

5-37.8-13. Notice and Waiver of Rights. fa) Claimants electing to pursue resolution

of a medical injury under this chapter shall execumnotice and waiver of rights which contains

the following wording:

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

By agreeing to submit a notice of injury to the mgaticare provider, | understand that

my rights to seek legal remedies and a trial forinyries guaranteed by title 9 of the Rhode

Island general laws may be affected.

| understand that | have the right to consult aethin an attorney to represent me

regarding this matter, and that if an early offettlement is reached, my attorney will be paid

pursuant to Rhode Island general laws subsecti8i.&5(a) by the health care provider, in

addition to any amount that is paid for my econoloss.

If | do not have an attorney when | sign this waitem, the medical provider will

appoint a neutral advisor to assist me in the eafflgr process and to explain, among other

things, the differences between proceeding underdhapter or as provided in title 9 of the

Rhode Island general laws.

| HAVE THE RIGHT TO WITHDRAW THIS WAIVER AND THE NOICE OF

INJURY ANY TIME PRIOR TO MIDNIGHT OF THE FIFTH BUSNESS DAY AFTER MY

FIRST MEETING WITH THE ADVISOR, WHICH MUST OCCUR NQATER THAN 10

BUSINESS DAYS FROM MY NOTIFICATION OF THE IDENTITYOF THE NEUTRAL

ADVISOR.

If after submitting a notice of injury, the medicare provider does NOT extend an early

offer (Rhode Island general laws subdivision 5-33)), | am free to pursue my legal remedies

as defined in Rhode Island law without restriction.

If after submitting a notice of injury, the medicare provider does extend an early offer
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(Rhode Island general laws subdivision 5-37.8-1(3))ay either:

(1) Accept the early offer;

(2) Request a hearing before a hearing officer d@terthine whether the early offer

includes all of the economic loss | am entitleditmler the statute, and if necessary, the hearing

officer may order the medical care provider to @age the early offer to meet the requirements of

the early offer law; or

(3) Reject the early offer and seek alternativallegmedies.

| understand that if | reject an early offer and later awarded economic damages equal

to or less than one hundred twenty-five percenb¥@Ppercent of the amount of the early offer, |

will be responsible for paying the medical carevimter's reasonable attorney's fees and costs

incurred in proceedings under this chapter.

| understand that if an early offer is made by niedical care provider and | accept that

offer, disputes regarding the early offer can lsole=d only in accordance with Rhode Island

general laws section 5-37.8-10 by a hearing officged with the judicial branch office of

mediation and arbitration, at my request or theiesg of the medical care provider. If either party

believes that the decision of the hearing officeunlawful, that party may seek discretionary

review in the Rhode Island court system; howeueerd is no assurance that the courts will

undertake such review.

Date Signature

(b) A properly executed waiver form by a claimartiors competent at the time the

waiver is executed shall be conclusively presunmethd a sufficient, knowing, and voluntary

waiver if the waiver form complies with this sectio

5-37.8-14. Other_Action for Injury. -- Except as set forth in subsection 5-37.8-2(i) a

claimant may only pursue an action for medicalmnjas provided in title 9 of the Rhode Island

general laws when:

(1) The claimant elects not to submit a noticenpfy pursuant to this chapter;

(2) The medical care provider elects not to extenearly offer pursuant to this chapter

in response to the notice of injury; or

(3) The claimant withdraws the notice of injury atitt notice and waiver of rights

pursuant to section 5-37.8-3.

5-37.8-15. Rules and Regulation. --The director of the department of business

regulation shall adopt rules necessary to admintiseeshearings process under this chapter.

5-37.8-16. Reports. -{a) The director of the department of business lagigu shall

report to the general assembly annually, on orredffmvember 1, on the effects of the early offer
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process established in this chapter. Such repbeb mclude, but not be limited to, statistics

regarding every initiation of an early offer progesmcluding the number of claimants requesting

early offers, the number of claimants receivinglyeaffers, a record of the amount of each

demand for economic loss, the corresponding edféyr érom the medical provider and, if any,

the ultimate amount received by the claimant, gdvell of severity of the injuries incurred, and the

period of time from initial notice to final resoiah of claims.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS - EARLY OFF& FOR MEDICAL
INJURY CLAIMS

*%k*k

This act would create an early offer mechanismtfa& resolution of medical injury
claims.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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