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ARTICLE 6 1 

RELATING TO EDUCATION 2 

SECTION 1.  Section 16-21-1 of the General Laws in Chapter 16-21-1 entitled “Health 3 

and Safety of Pupils” is hereby amended to read as follows: 4 

16-21-1 Transportation of public and private school pupils. -- (a) The school 5 

committee of any town or city shall provide suitable transportation to and from school for pupils 6 

attending public and private schools of elementary and high school grades, except private schools 7 

that are operated for profit, who reside so far from the public or private school which the pupil 8 

attends as to make the pupil's regular attendance at school impractical and for any pupil whose 9 

regular attendance would otherwise be impracticable on account of physical disability or 10 

infirmity. 11 

(b) For transportation provided to children enrolled in grades kindergarten through five 12 

(5), school bus monitors, other than the school bus driver, shall be required on all school bound 13 

and home bound routes. Variances to the requirement for a school bus monitor may be granted by 14 

the commissioner of elementary and secondary education if he or she finds that an alternative 15 

plan provides substantially equivalent safety for children. For the purposes of this section a 16 

"school bus monitor" means any person sixteen (16) years of age or older. 17 

(c) No school committee shall negotiate, extend, or renew any transportation contract 18 

unless such contract enables the district to participate in the statewide transportation system, 19 

without penalty to the district, upon implementation of the statewide transportation system 20 

described in RIGL §§ 16-21.1-7 and 16-21.1-8. Notice of the implementation of the statewide 21 

transportation system for in-district transportation shall be provided in writing by the department 22 

of elementary and secondary education to the superintendent of each district upon 23 

implementation. Upon implementation of the statewide system of transportation for all students, 24 

each school committee shall purchase transportation services for their own resident students by 25 

accessing the statewide system on a fee-for-service basis for each student; provided, however, 26 

that any school committee that fulfills its transportation obligations primarily through the use of 27 

district-owned buses or district employees may continue to do so. Variances to the requirement 28 

for the purchase of transportation services through the statewide transportation system for non-29 

public and non-shared routes may be granted by the commissioner of elementary and secondary 30 
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education if the commissioner finds that an alternative system is more cost effective. All fees paid 1 

for transportation services provided to students under the statewide system shall be paid into a 2 

statewide student transportation services restricted receipt account within the department of 3 

elementary and secondary education. Payments from the account shall be limited to payments to 4 

the transportation service provider and transportation system consultants. This restricted receipt 5 

account shall not be subject to the indirect cost recoveries provisions set forth in § 35-4-27.  6 

SECTION 2.  Sections 16-23-2 and 16-23-3 of the General Laws in Chapter 16-23 7 

entitled “Textbooks” are hereby repealed. 8 

16-23-2 Loan of textbooks. -- (a) The school committee of every community as it is 9 

defined in § 16-7-16 shall furnish upon request, at the expense of the community, textbooks to all 10 

students in grades K-12 in the fields of mathematics, science, modern foreign languages, 11 

English/language arts and history/social studies, appearing on the list of textbooks published by 12 

the commissioner of elementary and secondary education as provided in § 16-23-3, to all pupils 13 

of elementary and secondary school grades resident in the community, the textbooks to be loaned 14 

to the pupils free of charge, subject to any rules and regulations as to care and custody that the 15 

school committee may prescribe. For loan purposes, non-public schools may not change a 16 

textbook assignment in a field more often than once in a three (3) year period as required of 17 

public schools in accordance with the provisions of § 16-23-1. Nothing in this section shall be 18 

construed as forbidding non-public schools from requiring the use of any textbook, consistent 19 

with the provisions of this chapter, that does not adhere to said limitation, provided that the 20 

textbook is furnished to the student through a means other than the school committee of the 21 

student's city or town of residence. 22 

(b) Every school committee shall also furnish at the expense of the community all other 23 

textbooks and school supplies used in the public schools of the community, the other textbooks 24 

and supplies to be loaned to the pupils of the public schools free of charge, subject to any rules 25 

and regulations as to care and custody that the school committee may prescribe. School books 26 

removed from school use may be distributed to pupils, and any textbook may become the 27 

property of a pupil who has completed the use of it in school, subject to rules and regulations 28 

prescribed by the school committee. 29 

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to forbid requiring or accepting from a pupil 30 

a deposit of a reasonable amount of money as a guaranty for the return of school property other 31 

than the books and supplies required in this section to be loaned free of charge, provided that the 32 

school committee shall make suitable rules and regulations for the safekeeping and return of 33 

deposits; and, provided, further, that in establishing schedules for deposits, the school committee 34 
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should include provision for waiver of deposit due to financial hardship.  1 

16-23-3 Published textbook list. -- The commissioner shall publish annually a list of 2 

textbooks in use in the public schools in the fields of mathematics, science, modern foreign 3 

languages, English/language arts and history/social studies to all students in grades K-12. The list 4 

shall be published for the purpose of the loan of the textbooks to all resident pupils as provided 5 

for in § 16-23-2 and shall not include any textbooks of a sectarian nature or containing sectarian 6 

material.  7 

SECTION 3.  Sections 16-99-2 and 16-99-3 of the General Laws in Chapter 16-99 8 

entitled “Full-Day Kindergarten Accessibility Act” are hereby amended to read as follows: 9 

16-99-2 Legislative findings. -- The general assembly hereby finds and declares as 10 

follows: 11 

(1) According to the National Center for Education Statistics, children in full-day 12 

kindergarten classes make greater academic gains in both reading and mathematics compared to 13 

those in half-day classes; 14 

(2) According to Kids Count RI, full-day kindergarten can contribute to closing academic 15 

achievement gaps between lower and higher income children; 16 

(3) According to the National Center for Education Statistics, full-day kindergarten 17 

classes are more likely than half-day classes to instruct students daily in the areas of mathematics, 18 

social studies and science; and 19 

(4) According to Kids Count RI, children in full-day kindergarten are more likely to be 20 

ready for first grade than those in half-day programs, regardless of family income, parental 21 

education and school characteristics.; and 22 

(5) While this act does not mandate school districts to operate a full-day kindergarten 23 

program, it provides limited one-time, start-up funding for school districts that move to provide 24 

students with access to full-day kindergarten programs, distributed on a competitive basis. 25 

16-99-3 Full-day kindergarten. -- (a) For the purpose of this chapter, the term "full-day 26 

kindergarten" means a kindergarten program that operates a minimum of five and one-half (5 1/2) 27 

hours or three hundred thirty (330) minutes of actual school work, excluding lunch, recess 28 

periods, common planning time, pre- and post-school teacher time, study halls, homeroom 29 

periods, student passing time and any other time that is not actual instructional time.  30 

(b) The commissioner of elementary and secondary education has discretion to further 31 

define and approve full-day kindergarten programs consistent with this section.  32 

(c)  Beginning August 2016, each school district must offer full-day kindergarten to every 33 

eligible student to qualify for any state education aid provided for in Title 16. 34 
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SECTION 4. This article shall take effect upon passage.  1 


