10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

ARTICLE 16 AS AMENDED

RELATING TO BAYS, RIVERS AND WATERSHEDS

SECTION 1. Chapter 46-31 of the General Laws entitled “The Rhode Island Bays,

Rivers and Watersheds Coordination Team” is hereby repealed in its entirety:
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SECTION 2. Title 46 of the General Laws entitled “WATERS AND NAVIGATION” is

hereby amended by adding thereto the following chapter:

CHAPTER 46-31.1

THE RHODE ISLAND BAYS, RIVERS AND WATERSHEDS FUND

46-31.1-1. Legislative findings. — The general assembly hereby finds and declares as

follows:

(1) The bays, rivers, and associated watersheds of Rhode Island are unique and

unparalleled natural resources that provide significant cultural, ecological, and economic benefit

to the state.

(2) Pursuant to the provisions of R.l. Const., art. 1, § 17, it is the duty of the general

assembly to provide for the conservation of the air, land, water, plant, animal, mineral, and other

natural resources of the state; and to adopt all means necessary and proper by law to protect the

natural environment of the people of the state by providing adequate resource planning for the

control and requlation of the use of the natural resources of the state; and for the preservation,

regeneration, and restoration of the natural environment of the state.

(3) It is in the best interest of the state and its citizens to preserve, protect, and restore our

bays, rivers, and associated watersheds.

(4) Sixty percent (60%) of the watershed of Narragansett Bay is within Massachusetts,

almost all of the watershed of Mount Hope Bay is within Massachusetts, and five percent (5%) of

the watershed of Little Narragansett Bay is within Connecticut; further, a cluster of water-related

gconomic interests spans the three (3) states.

(5) There is a need to foster effective management, preservation, restoration, and
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monitoring of the bays, rivers, and watersheds; and the promotion of sustainable economic

development of businesses that rely directly or indirectly on the bays, rivers, and watersheds; and

the promotion of sustainable economic development of businesses that rely directly or indirectly

on the bays, rivers, and watersheds.

46-31.1-2. Definitions. — As used in this chapter, unless the context clearly indicates

otherwise:

(1) "Bays" means the estuaries including Narragansett Bay, Mount Hope Bay, Greenwich

Bay, Little Narragansett Bay, the coastal ponds, the Sakonnet River, and Rhode Island territorial

waters that extend seaward three geographical miles from the shoreline including the area around

Block Island.

(2) "Coordination" means to harmonize in a common action or effort and/or to function in

a complementary manner.

(3) "River" means a flowing body of water or estuary or a section, portion, or tributary

thereof, including, but not limited to, streams, creeks, brooks, ponds, and small lakes.

(4) "Water cluster" means an economically interconnected grouping of businesses,

institutions, and people relying directly or indirectly on the bays, rivers, and watersheds

including, but not limited to, the following sectors:

(i) Recreation, tourism, and public events;

(ii) Fisheries and aquaculture;

(iii) Boat and ship building;

(iv) Boating-related businesses;

(V) Transportation;
(vi) Military;

(vii) Research; and

(viii) Technology development and education.

(5) "Watershed" means a land area which because of its topography, soil type, and

drainage patterns acts as a collector of raw waters which regorge or replenish rivers and existing

or planned public water supplies.

46-31.1-3. Bays, Rivers and Watersheds Fund. — (a) There is hereby established a

restricted receipt account within the Department of Environmental Management to be called the

Bays, Rivers and Watersheds Fund;

(b) The fund shall consist of any funds which the state may from time to time

appropriate, as well as money received as gifts, grants, bequests, donations or other funds from

any public or private sources, as well as all fees collected pursuant to 8 46-23-1(f)(2) for the
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leasing of submerged lands for transatlantic cables, and all fees collected pursuant to chapter 46-

12.11 for the disposal of septage;

(c) All funds, monies, and fees collected pursuant to this section shall be deposited in the

Bays, Rivers and Watersheds Fund, and shall be utilized by the Department of Environmental

Management consistent with the purposes of 846-23.2-1 entitled, “The Comprehensive

Watershed and Marine Monitoring Act of 2004”. 846-12. “Water Pollution” and §46-6.2 entitled

“Resilient Rhode Island Act of 2014 — Climate Change Coordination Council”. All expenditures

from the fund shall be subject to appropriation by the general assembly.

46-31.1-4. Severability. — If any provision of this chapter or the application thereof to

any person or circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or

applications of the chapter, which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application,

and to this end the provisions of this chapter are declared to be severable.

SECTION 3. Section 46-12.7-13 of the General Laws in Chapter entitled “Oil Spill

Prevention, Administration and Response Fund” is hereby amended to read as follows:

46-12.7-13. Preventative uses of the fund. — (a) Recognizing the importance of the

development of readiness and response programs, the legislature may allocate not more than two
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) per annum of the amount then currently in the fund to
be devoted to research and development in the causes, effects and removal of pollution caused by
oil, petroleum products and their by-products on the marine environment and the monitoring of
baseline environmental and economic conditions.

(b) The two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) per annum allocated for research,

development, and monitoring shall be allocated to the Department of Environmental Management

Coordination—Team—estabhished—pursuant—to—chapter—31-of this—title and expended by—the
Coerdination—Team consistent with the purposes of subsections-46-31-9{d)-and-46-31-9(e)- §846-

23.2-3 entitled “The Comprehensive Watershed and Marine Monitoring Act of 2004”.

(c) The remaining moneys in the fund which the legislature may allocate to research,
development, and monitoring shall be used for purposes approved by the director. Such purpose
may include, but shall not be limited to:

(1) Sensitive area data management and mapping;

(2) Scientific research and monitoring which is directly relevant to state legislation; and

(3) Development of more effective removal and containment technologies, appropriate
for the cleanup and containment of refined fuel oils.

SECTION 4. Sections 46-23.2-2, 46-23.2-5, and 46-23.2-6 of the General Laws in

Chapter 46-23.2 entitled “The Comprehensive Watershed and Marine Monitoring Act of 2004” is

Art16
RELATING TO BAYS, RIVERS AND WATERSHEDS
(Page -15-)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

hereby amended to read as follows:

46-23.2-2. Legislative findings. — (a) The general assembly finds and declares that there

is a need for an environmental marine monitoring system in the state that is capable of:

(1) Measuring the changing conditions in the functionality and health of the waters of the
state, including, but not limited to, Narragansett Bay and its watersheds, with one purpose being
identifying and predicting potential problems in the marine and freshwater habitats;

(2) Providing a data-based management system that employs central database via the

internet to store an internet-based electronic system to monitor, store and meonitoring-data—and

disseminate the analysis of this data to decision-makers and the public;

(3) Establishing a mechanism to coordinate and make consistent, monitoring efforts
between government agencies, municipalities, nonprofit organizations and universities; and

(4) Providing the comprehensive data needed to assess a sudden perturbation in the
marine and freshwater environments and to contribute to efforts of disaster prevention,
preparedness, response and recovery as defined in chapter 15 of title 30 entitled "The Rhode
Island Emergency Management Act."

(b) The general assembly recognizes and declares that the health of the waters of the
state, including, but not limited to, Narragansett Bay and its watersheds needs to be monitored
comprehensively on a long-term basis in order to be proactive in planning and responsive to

potential problems in the marine environment, including those that may arise due to a changing

climate. The availability of consistent environmental data supports systems—tevel planning and
management and provides resource managers, decision-makers and citizens with information on
how marine and freshwater habitats are responding to management programs and what
adjustments need to be made to existing programs or what new programs must be implemented to
achieve a healthy marine and freshwater envirenment environments.

(c) The general assembly recognizes the need for an integrated mechanism by which
individual monitoring efforts can be coordinated and managed as a system in which the

functionality of Narragansett Bay, and its watersheds is and other watersheds are measured and

individual planning and management efforts are adjusted to respond to support effective

environmental management. the-nreeds-of-this-marie-environment:

46-23.2-5. The Rhode Island environmental monitoring collaborative — Creation. —

(a) There is hereby authorized, created and established the "Rhode Island environmental
monitoring collaborative™ (also known as the “collaborative™ ) with such powers as are set forth
in this chapter, for the purposes of organizing, coordinating, maintaining and supporting the

environmental monitoring systems within Narragansett Bay and its watersheds and other
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watersheds in Rhode Island. The collaborative shall consist of ten (10) members, one

representative from each of the following: Coastal Institute at the University of Rhode Island
("URI") Bay Campus (chair); coastal resources management council; department of
environmental management, water quality; department of environmental management, fisheries;
department of health; URI Watershed Watch; URI Graduate School of Oceanography;
Narragansett Bay commission; Statewide Planning Program (RIGIS) Division; and URI
Environmental Data Center. Members of the collaborative shall serve without salary but may be
paid expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

(b) The collaborative shall work with other organizations and agencies that monitor
Narragansett Bay and its watersheds to perform the powers and duties established herein. These
include, but are not limited to, the Environmental Protection Agency, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, U.S.
Geological Survey, Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, Narragansett Bay
Estuary Program, Brown University, Roger Williams University, Rhode Island Natural History
Survey, Save the Bay, Rhode Island Sea Grant, URI Cooperative Extension, and the Rhode Island
Rivers Council.

46-23.2-6. Powers and duties. — The collaborative shall have the following powers:

(1) To effectuate and implement a state monitoring strategy that addresses critical state
resource management needs, including, but not limited to, water quality protection, water
pollution control, fisheries and wildlife management, habitat restoration, coastal management,
public health protection and emergency response and that assesses and tracks environmental
health and function. Within six (6) months of its enactment, the collaborative shall adopt a
statewide monitoring strategy that will provide cost-effective and useful policies, standards,
protocols and guidelines for monitoring programs undertaken for the waters of the state. that-will
suppert-system-tevel-planning: This strategy shall be reviewed and updated every three(3} five
(5) years. This strategy shall include the following elements:

(i) An inventory of existing monitoring programs;

(ii) An outline of additional monitoring programs the state needs;

(iii) A list of indicators that will be used to measure the health of the marine and
freshwater habitats of the state;

(iv) A-tist 1dentification of data standards and protocols that will be used on a reasonable
and consistent basis by monitoring programs that contribute data to the state monitoring system;

(v) A meehanism plan for data sharing among all monitoring programs that optimizes the

ability of enables both monitors and users to securely access monitoring data via the Internet and

Art16
RELATING TO BAYS, RIVERS AND WATERSHEDS
(Page -17-)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

to retain the integrity of such data;

(vi) A plan to provide data from the state marine environmental monitoring system for
disaster prevention, preparedness, response and recovery efforts in the marine environment; and

(vii) A communications strategy to provide for public access to monitoring data.

(2) To assist with the development and implementation of a state water monitoring and
assessment program, developed consistent with guidance issued by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency, and to augment and-tnplement such a program to achieve the
purposes of this strategy set forth in subdivision (1).

(3) To prepare an annual report in the month of January to the governor and general
assembly on the activities for the preceding year as well as the predicted financial needs of the
system for the upcoming fiscal year.

(4) To enter into data sharing agreements with federal and state agencies, municipalities
and nongovernmental organizations for the purposes of coordination and management of
monitoring data and programs.

(5) To accept grants, donations and contributions in money, services, materials, or
otherwise, from the United States or any of its agencies, from this state and its agencies, or from
any other source, and to use or expend those moneys, services, materials or other contributions in
carrying out the purposes of this chapter.

(6) To enter into agreements for staff support that it deems necessary for its work, and to
contract with consultants for the services it may require to the extent permitted by its financial
resources.

SECTION 5. This article shall take effect as of July 1, 2015.
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