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STATE OF RHODE |ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2023

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION -- EDUCATION SERVICES TO VERY YOUNG CHILDREN

Introduced By: Representative Susan R. Donovan

Date Introduced: February 03, 2023

Referred To: House Education

(Dept. of Education (RIDE)

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Sections 16-48-1 and 16-48-2 of the General Laws in Chapter 16-48 entitled
"Educational Services to Very Young Children™ are hereby amended to read as follows:

16-48-1. Applicability.

This chapter shall pertain to private—rursery—seheosls—and-other—regular—programs any
program of educational services to children between the ages of twe{2)years-eight{8)-menths
three (3) and six<{(6} five (5) years of age where-the-scheels—and-programs—operate-enre—orere

nenpublic—elementary-sehosl-system that is offered by any public school or any private school that

has been approved pursuant to 8 16-60-4(a)(1) and any requlations promulgated thereunder.

16-48-2. Establishment and operation of schools and programs.

{&y Ne Commencing June 1, 2025, any person, unincorporated society, association, or

corporation desiring to operate a sehoslor program as defined in this chapter shall be-permitied-to
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unless-soonerreveked-by-the-commissioner—forcause receive and maintain a rating through Rhode

Island's quality rating and improvement system, which rating shall remain in effect unless revoked

for cause by the commissioner of elementary and secondary education.

SECTION 2. Sections 16-48-4, 16-48-5, 16-48-6, 16-48-7, 16-48-8 and 16-48-9 of the
General Laws in Chapter 16-48 entitled "Educational Services to Very Young Children™ are hereby

repealed.

LC001159 - Page 2 of 4



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

LC001159 - Page 3of 4



EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION -- EDUCATION SERVICES TO VERY YOUNG CHILDREN

*k*k

This act would amend the applicability of the chapter on education services to very young
children, to children aged three (3) to five (5) years of age and would require that, effective July 1,
2025, persons operating schools must maintain arating through the quality rating and improvement
systemto be permitted to establish or maintain any school and would repeal several sections of law
relative to the revocation of approval to operate a school.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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