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The House of Representatives meets at the State House in Providence, Thursday, March 22, 
2012 and is called to order at 4:24 o’clock P.M., by the Honorable Gordon D. Fox, Speaker. 

 
The roll is called and a quorum is declared present with 72 members present and 3 members 
absent as follows: 

 
PRESENT - 72: The Honorable Speaker Fox and Representatives Ajello, Azzinaro, Baldelli- 
Hunt, Bennett, Blazejewski, Brien, Carnevale, Chippendale, Cimini, Coderre, Corvese, Costa, 
DaSilva, DeSimone, Diaz, Dickinson, Edwards, Ehrhardt, Fellela, Ferri, Flaherty, Gallison, 
Gordon, Guthrie, Handy, Hearn, Hull, Jackson, Jacquard, Johnston, Keable, Kennedy, Lally, 
Lima, MacBeth, Malik, Marcello, Martin, Mattiello, McCauley, McLaughlin, McNamara, 
Medina, Melo, Menard, Messier, Morgan, Morrison, Naughton, Newberry, Nunes, O'Grady, 
Palumbo, Petrarca, Phillips, Reilly, Ruggiero, Savage, Serpa, Silva, Slater, Tanzi, Tarro, 
Tomasso, Trillo, Ucci, Valencia, Walsh, Watson, Williams, Winfield. 

 
 
 
ABSENT - 3: Representatives O'Neill, San Bento, Schadone. 

 
INVOCATION 

 
The Honorable Speaker presents Representative Fellela who delivers the Invocation and leads 
the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 
(For Invocation, see Appendix, this Journal.) 

 
APPROVAL OF RECORD 

 
By unanimous consent, the House Journal of Wednesday, March 21, 2012 is approved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please be informed that Representative San Bento will be unable to attend session today. 

Please be informed that Representative Patrick O’Neill will be unable to attend session today. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE COMMITTEE ON 

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT 

Representative Brien, for the Committee on Municipal Government, reports back the following 
measures, with recommendation of passage: 

 
House Bill No. 7512 
(DMV) 
BY Brien, Baldelli-Hunt 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES - COURTESY 
PLATES (would authorize the issuance of commercial vanity license plates with up to six (6) 
letters or numbers) {LC1406/1} 
03/22/2012 Placed on House Calendar 

 
House Bill No. 7429 
BY Walsh 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL PROCEDURE -- NEW SHOREHAM 
WARDEN'S COURT (would raise the maximum fine which could be imposed by the New 
Shoreham wardens' court) {LC1123/1} 
03/22/2012 Placed on House Calendar 

 
House Bill No. 7471 
BY Petrarca, Winfield 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES - RETAIL LICENSES 
(would repeal the exemption granted to plat 45, lot 042 in the town of Smithfield if any class B, 
C, or I license is not renewed by December 31, 2011)  {LC1326/1} 
03/22/2012 Placed on House Calendar 

 
House Bill No. 7904 
BY Silva 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES - RETAIL LICENSES 
(would exempt the premises at 768 Broad Street, Central Falls from the restrictions imposed by 
section 3-7-19 regarding the issuance of a liquor license to the premises located within 200 feet 
of a church or school) {LC2131/1} 
03/22/2012 Placed on House Calendar 

 
House Resolution No. 7623 
BY Diaz, Slater, Silva, Valencia, Cimini 
ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION HONORING CÉSAR ESTRADA CHÁVEZ (1927- 
1993)  {LC1732/1} 
03/22/2012 Placed on House Calendar 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

House Bill No. 7983 
BY Keable 
ENTITLED, AN ACT TO VACATE THE FORFEITURE OR REVOCATION OF THE 
CHARTER HARRISVILLE PRE-SCHOOL, INC.  {LC2290/1} 
03/22/2012 Introduced, referred to House Corporations 

 
House Bill No. 7984 
BY Martin, Ruggiero, Jackson 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HIGHWAYS - RHODE ISLAND TURNPIKE AND 
BRIDGE AUTHORITY - TOLLS (would eliminate the limitation of commutation rate increases 
for traffic over the Mount Hope Bridge.) {LC2254/1} 
03/22/2012 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 
House Resolution No. 7985 
BY Ruggiero, Martin, Jackson, Reilly, Coderre 
ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION CREATING THE SENATOR CLAIBORNE PELL 
LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION ON THE HUMANITIES (would create a twelve member 
special legislative commission whose purpose it would be to examine the state of the humanities 
in Rhode Island, and who would report back annually to the general assembly.) {LC2273/1} 
03/22/2012 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 
House Bill No. 7986 
BY Tanzi, Walsh, Tomasso, Hearn, O`Grady 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- CHILDREN’S PRODUCT 
SAFETY ACT (would ban the use of cadmium, mercury or lead in children's products.) 
{LC2242/1} 
03/22/2012 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 
House Bill No. 7987 
BY Lima, Carnevale, Diaz, DaSilva, DeSimone 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES (would establish the Rhode 
Island Foreclosed Property Upkeep Act to require a purchaser of a foreclosed property to 
maintain the property and also to identify an agent in Rhode Island for service of process.) 
{LC626/1} 
03/22/2012 Introduced, referred to House Judiciary 

 
House Bill No. 7988 
BY Melo 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY - PERMANENT JOINT 
COMMITTEE ON NAMING ALL NEW BUILDINGS, BRIDGES, EDIFICES AND OTHER 
STATE CONSTRUCTIONS (would name the fish ladder located on Omega Pond in the city of 
East Providence the Paul Bettencourt Fish Ladder.) {LC2220/1} 
03/22/2012 Introduced, referred to House Municipal Government 
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House Bill No. 7989 
BY Jackson, Martin, Ruggiero, Gallison, Reilly 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY -- RENAMING A PORTION 
OF FORT ADAMS DRIVE (would name that portion of Fort Adams Drive that runs from 
Harrison Avenue and Lincoln Drive in the city of Newport, as "Robert J. McKenna Drive".) 
{LC2280/1} 
03/22/2012 Introduced, referred to House Municipal Government 

 
House Resolution No. 7990 
BY Newberry 
ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON 
THE PASSING OF  ALCIDE P. LAFLEUR  {LC2310/1} 

 
With the agreement of the Majority, Representative Newberry requests unanimous consent for 
immediate consideration. 

 
There is no objection. 

 
Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Newberry seconded by Representatives 
Mattiello and Menard by unanimous consent, on a rising vote. 

 
COMMUNICATION FROM THE SENATE 

 
A message from the Honorable Senate transmits with announcement of passage, of the following 
measures: 

 
Senate Bill No. 2381 
BY Lanzi, DiPalma, Lynch, Walaska, Ciccone 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES - 
REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES (would amend the Law Enforcement Memorial License Plates 
to be hereinafter called the Rhode Island Law Enforcement Memorial Benefit Fund License 
Plates.) {LC1463/1} 
03/22/2012 Referred to House Municipal Government 

 
Senate Bill No. 2697 
(Dept. of Revenue) 
BY DiPalma, Lombardo, Bates 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES - COURTESY 
PLATES (would authorize the issuance of commercial vanity license plates with up to six (6) 
letters or numbers.) {LC1526/1} 
03/22/2012 Referred to House Municipal Government 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

From the Consent Calendar are taken: 
 

IN ORDER FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2012: 
 

1. 2012-H 7554 
BY Guthrie 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 

Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 

2. 2012-H 7924 
BY Martin 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 

Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 

3. 2012-H 7925 
BY Guthrie 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 

Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 

4. 2012-H 7951 
BY Corvese 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 

Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 

5. 2012-H 7955 
BY Tanzi 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 

Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 

6. 2012-H 7956 
BY Tanzi 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 

Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 

7. 2012-H 7958 
BY Tomasso 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
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Committee on Judiciary recommends passage. 
 

Majority Leader Mattiello moves passage of the Consent Calendar, seconded by Representative 
Newberry. 

 
The Consent Calendar prevails on a roll call vote, 59 members voting in the affirmative and 0 
members voting in the negative as follows: 

 
YEAS - 59: The Honorable Speaker Fox and Representatives Ajello, Azzinaro, Baldelli-Hunt, 
Bennett, Blazejewski, Carnevale, Chippendale, Cimini, Coderre, Corvese, Costa, DaSilva, 
Edwards, Ehrhardt, Fellela, Ferri, Gallison, Gordon, Guthrie, Handy, Hearn, Hull, Jackson, 
Johnston, Lima, MacBeth, Malik, Marcello, Martin, Mattiello, McCauley, McLaughlin, 
McNamara, Medina, Melo, Menard, Messier, Morgan, Morrison, Naughton, Newberry, O'Grady, 
Petrarca, Phillips, Reilly, Ruggiero, Savage, Serpa, Silva, Slater, Tanzi, Tarro, Tomasso, Trillo, 
Valencia, Walsh, Watson, Williams. 

 
NAYS - 0. 

 
CALENDAR 

 
From the Calendar are taken: 

 
IN ORDER FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2012: 

 
1. 2012-H 7432 

BY Coderre 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES - PAWTUCKET 
MUNICIPAL HOUSING COURT 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 

Representative Brien moves passage of the act, seconded by Representatives Coderre, Johnston, 
Messier and DaSilva. 

 

Read and passed, on a roll call vote, 68 members voting in the affirmative and 2 members voting 
in the negative as follows: 

 

YEAS - 68: The Honorable Speaker Fox and Representatives Ajello, Azzinaro, Baldelli-Hunt, 
Bennett, Blazejewski, Brien, Carnevale, Chippendale, Cimini, Coderre, Corvese, Costa, DaSilva, 
DeSimone, Diaz, Edwards, Ehrhardt, Fellela, Ferri, Flaherty, Gallison, Guthrie, Handy, Hearn, 
Hull, Jackson, Johnston, Keable, Kennedy, Lally, Lima, MacBeth, Malik, Marcello, Martin, 
Mattiello, McCauley, McLaughlin, McNamara, Medina, Melo, Menard, Messier, Morgan, 
Morrison, Naughton, Newberry, Nunes, O'Grady, Palumbo, Petrarca, Phillips, Reilly, Ruggiero, 
Savage, Serpa, Silva, Slater, Tanzi, Tarro, Tomasso, Trillo, Ucci, Valencia, Walsh, Williams, 
Winfield. 

 

NAYS - 2: Representatives Gordon, Watson. 
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2. 2012-H 7624 
BY Lally 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES - 
REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 
Representative Brien moves passage of the act, seconded by Representatives Johnston, Marcello, 
DaSilva, Azzinaro and Carnevale. 

 
Representatives Trillo, Brien, Watson and DaSilva discuss the act. 

 
Read and passed, on a roll call vote, 70 members voting in the affirmative and 0 members voting 
in the negative as follows: 

 
YEAS - 70: The Honorable Speaker Fox and Representatives Ajello, Azzinaro, Baldelli-Hunt, 
Bennett, Blazejewski, Brien, Carnevale, Chippendale, Cimini, Coderre, Corvese, Costa, DaSilva, 
DeSimone, Diaz, Edwards, Ehrhardt, Fellela, Ferri, Flaherty, Gallison, Gordon, Guthrie, Handy, 
Hearn, Hull, Jackson, Johnston, Keable, Kennedy, Lally, Lima, MacBeth, Malik, Marcello, 
Martin, Mattiello, McCauley, McLaughlin, McNamara, Medina, Melo, Menard, Messier, Morgan, 
Morrison, Naughton, Newberry, Nunes, O'Grady, Palumbo, Petrarca, Phillips, Reilly, Ruggiero, 
Savage, Serpa, Silva, Slater, Tanzi, Tarro, Tomasso, Trillo, Ucci, Valencia, Walsh, Watson, 
Williams, Winfield. 

 
NAYS - 0. 

 
3. 2012-H 7766 

BY Reilly 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- 
SOVEREIGNTY AND JURISDICTION OF STATE 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 
Read, and by unanimous consent, ordered to be placed on the Calendar for Thursday, March 29, 
2012. 

 
4. 2012-H 7882 

BY McCauley 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - 
OPERATION OF A STATE HOUSE VISITOR CENTER 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 
Read, and by unanimous consent, ordered to be placed on the Calendar for Thursday, March 29, 
2012. 
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5. 2012-S 2039  SUB A as amended 
BY Algiere 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - LEVY AND ASSESSMENT OF 
LOCAL TAXES 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends indefinite postponement of 
the original bill and passage of Substitute A as amended in concurrence. 

 
Representative Brien moves passage of the act, seconded by Representatives Valencia, Kennedy 
and Azzinaro. 

 
The bill marked Substitute “A” is read and passed, as amended, in concurrence and the original 
bill indefinitely postponed, on a roll call vote, 66 members voting in the affirmative and 3 
members voting in the negative as follows: 

 
YEAS - 66: The Honorable Speaker Fox and Representatives Ajello, Azzinaro, Baldelli-Hunt, 
Bennett, Blazejewski, Brien, Carnevale, Chippendale, Cimini, Coderre, Corvese, Costa, DaSilva, 
DeSimone, Diaz, Edwards, Ehrhardt, Fellela, Ferri, Flaherty, Gallison, Guthrie, Handy, Hearn, 
Hull, Jackson, Johnston, Keable, Kennedy, Lally, Lima, MacBeth, Malik, Marcello, Martin, 
Mattiello, McCauley, McLaughlin, McNamara, Medina, Melo, Messier, Morgan, Morrison, 
Naughton, Newberry, Nunes, O'Grady, Palumbo, Petrarca, Phillips, Reilly, Ruggiero, Savage, 
Serpa, Silva, Slater, Tanzi, Tarro, Tomasso, Trillo, Valencia, Walsh, Williams, Winfield. 

 
NAYS - 3: Representatives Gordon, Menard, Watson. 

 
6. 2012-S 2095 

BY Algiere 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO THE RETIREMENT OF POLICE OFFICERS 
IN THE TOWN OF WESTERLY 

Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage in concurrence. 

Representative Brien moves passage of the act, seconded by Representatives Kennedy and 
Azzinaro. 

 
Read and passed, in concurrence, on a roll call vote, 68 members voting in the affirmative and 0 
members voting in the negative as follows: 

 
YEAS - 68: The Honorable Speaker Fox and Representatives Ajello, Azzinaro, Baldelli-Hunt, 
Bennett, Blazejewski, Brien, Carnevale, Chippendale, Cimini, Coderre, Corvese, Costa, DaSilva, 
DeSimone, Diaz, Edwards, Ehrhardt, Fellela, Ferri, Flaherty, Gallison, Gordon, Guthrie, Handy, 
Hearn, Hull, Jackson, Johnston, Keable, Kennedy, Lally, Lima, MacBeth, Malik, Marcello, 
Martin, Mattiello, McCauley, McLaughlin, McNamara, Medina, Melo, Menard, Messier, Morgan, 
Morrison, Naughton, Newberry, Nunes, O'Grady, Palumbo, Petrarca, Phillips, Reilly, Ruggiero, 
Savage, Serpa, Silva, Slater, Tanzi, Tarro, Tomasso, Trillo, Valencia, Walsh, 
Williams, Winfield. 
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NAYS - 0. 
 

7. 2012-S 2121  SUB A 
BY Lombardo 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES -- RETIREMENT OF 
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends indefinite postponement of 
the original bill and passage of Substitute A in concurrence. 

Representative Brien moves passage of the act, seconded by Representatives Ucci and Petrarca. By 

unanimous consent, Representative Brien offers Representative Ucci’s amendment, seconded 
by Representative Petrarca. 

 
F L O O R   A M E N D M E N T 

TO 
2012 -- S 2121 SUBSTITUTE A 

 
AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES -- RETIREMENT OF MUNICIPAL 

EMPLOYEES 
 

Mr. Speaker: 
I  hereby  move  to  amend  2012  --  S  2121  SUBSTITUTE  A,  entitled  "AN  ACT 

RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES -- RETIREMENT OF MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES", as 
follows: 

By deleting all of the language the enactment clause and inserting in place thereof the 
following: 

“SECTION 1. Section 45-21.2-5 of the General Laws in Chapter 45-21.2 entitled 
"Optional Retirement for Members of Police Force and Fire Fighters" is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

45-21.2-5. Retirement on service allowance. -- (a) Retirement of a member on a service 
retirement allowance for members eligible to retire on or before June 30, 2012 shall be made, 
subject to paragraph (a)(11) below, by the retirement board as follows: 

(1) Any member who has attained or attains age seventy (70) shall be retired as stated in 
section 45-21-16 subject to the discretions contained in that section; provided, that any member 
who is a member of the Woonsocket fire department who has attained or attains an age of sixty- 
five (65) years shall be retired. Retirement occurs on the first day of the next succeeding calendar 
month in which the member has attained the age of sixty-five (65) years. 

(2) Any member may retire pursuant to this subdivision upon written application to the 
board stating at what time the member desires to retire; provided, that the member at the 
specified time for retirement has attained an age of fifty-five (55) years and has completed at 
least ten (10) years of total service, and notwithstanding that the member may have separated 
from service. 

(3) Any member may retire pursuant to this subdivision upon written application to the 
board stating at what time the member desires to retire; provided, that the member at the 
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specified time for retirement has completed at least twenty-five (25) years of total service, and 
notwithstanding that the member may have separated from service. 

(4) Any member may retire pursuant to this subdivision upon written application to the 
board stating at what time the member desires to retire; provided, that the member at the 
specified time for retirement has attained an age of fifty (50) years and has completed at least 
twenty (20) years of total service, notwithstanding that the member may have separated from 
service; provided, that the service retirement allowance, as determined according to the formula 
provided in section 45-21.2-6, is reduced one-half of one percent ( 1/2%) for each month that the 
age of the member is less than fifty-five (55) years. 

(5) Any member of the South Kingstown police department may retire pursuant to this 
subdivision upon written application to the board stating at what time the member desires to 
retire; provided, that the member at the specified time for retirement has earned a service 
retirement allowance of fifty percent (50%) of final compensation pursuant to section 45-21.2- 
6.1. 

(6)  Any  member  of  the  Johnston  police  department  may  retire  pursuant  to  this 
subdivision upon written application to the board stating at what time the member desires to 
retire; provided, that the member at the specified time for retirement has earned a service 
retirement allowance of fifty percent (50%) of final compensation pursuant to section 45-21.2- 
6.2. 

(7) Any member of the Cranston fire department hired after July 1, 1995, or any member 
of the Cranston fire department with five (5) years or less of service effective July 1, 1995, may 
retire pursuant to this subdivision upon written application to the board stating at what time the 
member desires to retire; provided, that the member at the specified time for retirement has 
earned a service retirement allowance of fifty percent (50%) of final compensation for at least 
twenty (20) years service; final compensation for Cranston fire department members is based on 
the compensation components of weekly salary, longevity and holidays with longevity of the 
members highest year of earnings and members shall receive a three percent (3%) escalation of 
their pension payment compounded each year on January 1st following the year of retirement 
and continuing on an annual basis on that date; further, any illness or injury not covered in title 
45 of the general laws relating to the presumption of disability is governed by the collective 
bargaining  agreement  between  the  City  of  Cranston  and  members  of  the  Cranston  fire 
department. 

(8) Any member of the Cranston police department hired after July 1, 1995, or any 
member of the Cranston police department with five (5) years or less of service effective July 1, 
1995, may retire pursuant to this subdivision upon written application to the board stating at what 
time the member desires to retire; provided, that the member at the specified time for retirement 
has earned a service retirement allowance of fifty percent (50%) of final compensation for at 
least twenty (20) years service; final compensation for Cranston police department members is 
based on the compensation components of weekly salary, longevity and holidays with longevity 
of the members highest year of earnings and members shall receive a three percent (3%) 
escalation of their pension payment compounded each year on January 1st following the year of 
retirement and continuing on an annual basis on that date; further, any illness or injury not 
covered in title 45 of the general laws relating to the presumption of disability is governed by the 
collective bargaining agreement between the City of Cranston and members of the Cranston 
police department. 

(9)  Any  member  of  the  Hopkinton  police  department  may  retire  pursuant  to  this 
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subdivision upon written application to the board stating at what time the member desires to 
retire; provided, that the member at the specified time for retirement has earned a service 
retirement allowance of fifty percent (50%) of final compensation for at least twenty (20) years 
service; final compensation for Hopkinton police department members is based on the 
compensation components of weekly salary, longevity and holidays with longevity of the 
members highest year of earnings and members shall receive a three percent (3%) escalation of 
their pension payment compounded each year on January 1st following the year of retirement 
and continuing on an annual basis on that date. 

(10) Any member of the Richmond police department may retire pursuant to this 
subdivision upon written application to the board stating at what time the member desires to 
retire; provided, that the member at the specified time for retirement has earned a service 
retirement allowance of fifty percent (50%) of final compensation for at least twenty-two (22) 
years' service pursuant to section 45-21.2-6.3. 

(11) Notwithstanding any provision in this section to the contrary, for any service on or 
after July 1, 2012, final compensation shall be defined in accordance with section 45-21.2-2, and 
no benefit adjustments shall be provided except as set forth in subsection 45-21-52(c). 

(12) Notwithstanding any provisions of this section to the contrary, with respect to police 
officers employed by the town of Johnston, only those police officers hired on or after July 1, 
2010 shall be eligible to be members of the Municipal Employees’ Retirement System of the 
state of Rhode Island in accordance with this chapter. 

(b) Retirement of a member on a service retirement allowance eligible to retire on and 
after July 1, 2012 shall be made by the retirement board as follows: 

(1) Any member may retire pursuant to this subdivision upon written application to the 
board stating at what time the member desires to retire; provided, that the member at the 
specified time for retirement attained the age of at least fifty-five (55) years and has completed at 
least twenty-five (25) years of total service, and notwithstanding that the member may have 
separated from service. 

(2) Any member with contributory service on or after July 1, 2012, who has completed at 
least five (5) years of contributory service but who has not completed twenty-five (25) years of 
service, shall be eligible to retire upon the attainment of the member's Social Security retirement 
age. 

(3) If a member had ten (10) or more years of contributory service and attained age 
forty-five (45) prior to July 1, 2012 and would have been eligible to retire at or prior to age fifty- 
two (52) in accordance with the rules in effect prior to July 1, 2012, the member may retire upon 
attainment of age fifty-two (52). 

(4) A member who has completed twenty (20) or more years of total service who has 
attained an age within five (5) years of the eligible retirement age under subparagraphs (b)(1) or 
(b)(2) above, may elect to retire provided that the retirement allowance shall be reduced 
actuarially for each month that the age of the member is less than the eligible retirement age 
under subparagraphs (b)(1) or (b)(2) above. 

(5) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, a member on June 30, 2012, 
may elect to retire at his or her eligible retirement date as determined under the rules in effect on 
June 30, 2012 provided that a member making an election under this paragraph shall receive the 
member's retirement benefit determined and calculated based on the member's service and final 
compensation as of June 30, 2012. This provision shall be interpreted and administered in a 
manner to protect a member's accrued benefit on June 30, 2012.” 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

REPRESENTATIVE UCCI 
 

======= 
LC00570/2 
======= 

 
Representative Brien discusses the amendment. 

 
The motion to amend prevails on a roll call vote 70 members voting in the affirmative and 0 
members voting in the negative as follows: 

 
YEAS - 70: The Honorable Speaker Fox and Representatives Ajello, Azzinaro, Baldelli-Hunt, 
Bennett, Blazejewski, Brien, Carnevale, Chippendale, Cimini, Coderre, Corvese, Costa, DaSilva, 
DeSimone, Diaz, Edwards, Ehrhardt, Fellela, Ferri, Flaherty, Gallison, Gordon, Guthrie, Handy, 
Hearn, Jackson, Jacquard, Johnston, Keable, Kennedy, Lally, Lima, MacBeth, Malik, Marcello, 
Martin, Mattiello, McCauley, McLaughlin, McNamara, Medina, Melo, Menard, Messier, Morgan, 
Morrison, Naughton, Newberry, Nunes, O'Grady, Palumbo, Petrarca, Phillips, Reilly, Ruggiero, 
Savage, Serpa, Silva, Slater, Tanzi, Tarro, Tomasso, Trillo, Ucci, Valencia, Walsh, Watson, 
Williams, Winfield. 

 
NAYS - 0. 

 
The bill marked Substitute “A” is read and passed, as amended and the original bill indefinitely 
postponed, on a roll call vote, 69 members voting in the affirmative and 0 members voting in the 
negative as follows: 

 
YEAS - 69: The Honorable Speaker Fox and Representatives Ajello, Azzinaro, Baldelli-Hunt, 
Bennett, Blazejewski, Brien, Carnevale, Chippendale, Cimini, Coderre, Corvese, Costa, DaSilva, 
DeSimone, Diaz, Edwards, Ehrhardt, Fellela, Ferri, Flaherty, Gallison, Gordon, Guthrie, Handy, 
Hearn, Hull, Jackson, Jacquard, Johnston, Keable, Kennedy, Lally, Lima, MacBeth, Malik, 
Marcello, Martin, Mattiello, McCauley, McLaughlin, McNamara, Medina, Menard, Messier, 
Morgan, Morrison, Naughton, Newberry, Nunes, O'Grady, Palumbo, Petrarca, Phillips, Reilly, 
Ruggiero, Savage, Serpa, Slater, Tanzi, Tarro, Tomasso, Trillo, Ucci, Valencia, Walsh, Watson, 
Williams, Winfield. 

 
NAYS - 0. 

 
8. 2012-S 2211 

BY Felag 
ENTITLED, AN ACT VALIDATING AND RATIFYING AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF TIVERTON 

Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage in concurrence. 

Representative Brien moves passage of the act, seconded by Representatives Edwards, Gordon 
and Valencia. 
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Read and passed, in concurrence, on a roll call vote, 70 members voting in the affirmative and 0 
members voting in the negative as follows: 

 
YEAS - 70: The Honorable Speaker Fox and Representatives Ajello, Azzinaro, Baldelli-Hunt, 
Bennett, Blazejewski, Brien, Carnevale, Chippendale, Cimini, Coderre, Corvese, Costa, 
DeSimone, Diaz, Edwards, Ehrhardt, Fellela, Ferri, Flaherty, Gallison, Gordon, Guthrie, Handy, 
Hearn, Hull, Jackson, Jacquard, Johnston, Keable, Kennedy, Lally, Lima, MacBeth, Malik, 
Marcello, Martin, Mattiello, McCauley, McLaughlin, McNamara, Medina, Melo, Menard, 
Messier, Morgan, Morrison, Naughton, Newberry, Nunes, O'Grady, Palumbo, Petrarca, Phillips, 
Reilly, Ruggiero, Savage, Serpa, Silva, Slater, Tanzi, Tarro, Tomasso, Trillo, Ucci, Valencia, 
Walsh, Watson, Williams, Winfield. 

 
NAYS - 0. 

 
9. 2012-S 2432 

BY McCaffrey 
ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE REPORTING AND 
EXPIRATION DATES OF THE SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO STUDY 
ISSUES DEALING WITH LEASED LAND DWELLINGS 

Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage in concurrence. 

Representative Brien moves passage of the resolution, seconded by Representatives McNamara 
and Guthrie. 

 
Read and passed, in concurrence, on a roll call vote, 70 members voting in the affirmative and 0 
members voting in the negative as follows: 

 
YEAS - 70: The Honorable Speaker Fox and Representatives Ajello, Azzinaro, Baldelli-Hunt, 
Bennett, Blazejewski, Brien, Carnevale, Chippendale, Cimini, Coderre, Corvese, Costa, DaSilva, 
DeSimone, Diaz, Edwards, Ehrhardt, Fellela, Ferri, Flaherty, Gallison, Gordon, Guthrie, Handy, 
Hearn, Hull, Jackson, Jacquard, Johnston, Keable, Kennedy, Lally, Lima, MacBeth, Malik, 
Marcello, Martin, Mattiello, McCauley, McLaughlin, McNamara, Medina, Melo, Menard, 
Messier, Morgan, Morrison, Naughton, Newberry, Nunes, O'Grady, Palumbo, Petrarca, Phillips, 
Reilly, Ruggiero, Savage, Serpa, Silva, Slater, Tanzi, Tarro, Tomasso, Trillo, Ucci, Valencia, 
Walsh, Williams, Winfield. 

 
NAYS - 0. 

 

 
TRANSMITTAL 

 
By unanimous consent, all matters on the clerk’s desk are ordered to be transmitted to His 
Excellency, the Governor, to the Honorable Secretary of State, and the Honorable Senate 
forthwith. 



  H.J. -- 14  JOURNAL Thursday, March 22, 2012  
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Representative Ferri wishes Al Gabriele from Cranston, a Happy “100th” Birthday. 

The Honorable Speaker Fox wishes Chairman Gallison a Happy Birthday. 

Representative Brien announces that the Committee on Municipal Government will meet at the 
rise of the House, in the House Lounge of the State House 

 
Representative Jackson announces that the Finance Sub-Committee on General Government and 
Public Safety will meet at the rise of the House, in Room 35 of the State House. 

 
 
 

GUESTS 
 

Representative Chippendale welcomes to the House Chamber as guests his wife Sherri 
Chippendale, his daughter Paige Chippendale and his son Seighīn Chippendale. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
At 4:41 o’clock P.M. on motion of Representative Newberry, and as a further mark of respect to 
the memory of Alcide P. Lafleur; seconded by Representatives Mattiello and Newberry the 
House adjourns, on a unanimous rising vote. 

 
Linda M. McElroy 
Recording Clerk 
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APPENDIX 

INVOCATION 

REPRESENTATIVE DEBORAH A. FELLELA 
 

Lord, we ask you to bless us all, but more especially those in our society who are afflicted in any 
way.  Please watch over them and keep them in your loving care. Amen 
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APPENDIX 

CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2012: 
 

1. 2012-H 7368 
BY Bennett 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - 
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

 
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources recommends passage. 

 
2. 2012-H 7485 

BY Handy 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

 
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources recommends passage. 

 
3. 2012-H 7486 

BY Petrarca 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC PROPERTY AND WORKS - 
MANAGEMENT AND DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY 

 
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources recommends passage. 

 
4. 2012-H 7697 

BY Keable 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS - 
VETERINARY PRACTICE 

 
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources recommends passage. 

 
5. 2012-H 7701 

BY Ruggiero 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY - THE 
RHODE ISLAND LOCAL AGRICULTURE AND SEAFOOD ACT 

 
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources recommends passage. 

 
6. 2012-H 7702 

BY Handy 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO WATERS AND NAVIGATION -- 
INSPECTION OF DAMS 

 
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources recommends passage. 
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IN ORDER FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 2012: 
 

1. 2012-H 7692 
BY Corvese 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS - 
AUTOMOBILE BODY REPAIR SHOPS 

 
Committee on Corporations recommends passage. 

 
2. 2012-H 7730  SUB A 

BY Melo 
ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF HARBOR, 
PIER, AND PORT REVENUE BONDS BY THE RHODE ISLAND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR PURPOSES OF FINANCING 
IMPROVEMENTS IN AND AROUND THE PORT OF DAVISVILLE 

 
Committee on Finance recommends indefinite postponement of the original bill 
and passage of Substitute A. 

 
3. 2012-H 7623 

BY Diaz 
ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION HONORING CÉSAR ESTRADA CHÁVEZ 
(1927-1993) 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 
 
 

IN ORDER FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2012: 
 

1. 2012-H 7766 
BY Reilly 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- 
SOVEREIGNTY AND JURISDICTION OF STATE 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 
2. 2012-H 7882 

BY McCauley 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - 
OPERATION OF A STATE HOUSE VISITOR CENTER 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 
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3. 2012-H 7429 
BY Walsh 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL PROCEDURE -- NEW 
SHOREHAM WARDEN'S COURT 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 
4. 2012-H 7512 

BY Brien 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES - 
COURTESY PLATES 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 
 
 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 03, 2012: 
 

1. 2012-H 7471 
BY Petrarca 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES - RETAIL 
LICENSES 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 
2. 2012-H 7904 

BY Silva 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES - RETAIL 
LICENSES 

 
Committee on Municipal Government recommends passage. 

 
 

Francis McCabe 
Clerk of the House 

 
Thursday, March 22, 2012 
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APPENDIX TRANSMITTED TO THE 

GOVERNOR 

Senate Bill No. 2039  SUB A as amended 
(by request) 
BY Algiere, Crowley 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - LEVY AND ASSESSMENT OF 
LOCAL TAXES (would establish an annual training institute for local tax collectors to be 
conducted by the Dept. of Revenue in cooperation with the Rl Association of Collection 
Officers) {LC230/A/1} 

 
Senate Bill No. 2095 
(by request) 
BY Algiere 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO THE RETIREMENT OF POLICE OFFICERS IN THE 
TOWN OF WESTERLY (would eliminate mandatory retirement of the chief of police in the 
town of Westerly.) {LC446/1} 

 
Senate Bill No. 2211 
BY Felag, DiPalma 
ENTITLED, AN ACT VALIDATING AND RATIFYING AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF TIVERTON (would ratify the amendments to the home rule 
charter of the Town of Tiverton adopted on November 8, 2011.)  {LC180/1} 
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