
State of Rhode Island  
 

 

 
JANUARY SESSION of the General Assembly begun and held at the State House in the City 

of Providence on Tuesday, the Seventh day of January in the year of Our Lord Two 

Thousand and Twenty. 

 

Volume 147, No. 26  Friday, December 18, 2020 Twenty-Sixth Legislative Day  

 

The Senate meets pursuant to adjournment and is called to order by the Honorable Dominick J. 

Ruggerio, President of the Senate, at 2:18 o’clock P.M. 

ROLL CALL 

The roll is called and a quorum is declared present with 36 Senators present and 1 Senator absent 

as follows: 

PRESENT – 36: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, 

Archambault, Bell, Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, 

Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, 

Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, 

Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and Valverde.  

 

ABSENT – 1: Senator Crowley. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

The Honorable President, by unanimous consent, presents Senator Goodwin, to deliver the 

invocation.  

(See Appendix for Invocation) 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

The Honorable President, by unanimous consent, presents Senator Goodwin, to lead the Senate 

in the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
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APPROVAL OF RECORD 

The Senate Journal of the Twenty-fifth Legislative Day of the 2020 proceedings is read in part.  

 

Upon suggestion of Senator Goodwin and by unanimous consent, further reading of the Journal 

is dispensed with and the Journal approved as recorded. 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE GOVERNOR 

 

The Honorable President presents the following communication from Her Excellency, the 

Governor, transmitting the following appointments and requesting the advice and consent of the 

Senate thereto: 

 

 

State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

October 26, 2020 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 42-61-3 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment as Director of the Division of State Lottery: 

Mark Furcolo 

Director 

VICE 

Gerald Aubin 

 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent.  

Sincerely, 

 

Referred to the Joint Committee on State Lottery. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

December 1, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-97-1 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Board of Education: 

 

Patricia M. DiCenso 

(Council on Elementary and Secondary Education) 

Vice 

Gara Brooke Field, Ph.D. 

 

For a term expiring January 31, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Education. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

November 30, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-97-1 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Board of Education: 

 

Michael Almeida 

(Council on Elementary and Secondary Education) 

Vice 

Dan McConaghy 

 

For a term expiring January 31, 2021. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Education. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 3, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 4-13-1.3 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Rabies Control Board: 

 

William Muggle 

(Representing the RI Animal Control Assocation) 

Vice 

Patrica Clancy Watson 

 

For a term expiring September 1, 2023.  

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

November 30, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 46-28-5 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Rhode Island Rivers Council: 

 

Patti McAlpine  

(Member of a RI Chamber of Commerce) 

Vice 

Robert Billington  

 

For a term expiring January 1, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

November 30, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 46-28-5 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Rhode Island Rivers Council: 

 

Douglas Stephens 

(Member with Conservation Organization Experience) 

 

For a term expiring January 1, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

November 30, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 46-28-5 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Rhode Island Rivers Council: 

 

Joseph Unsworth 

(Environmental Science) 

 

 

For a term expiring January 1, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

November 30, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section §46-25-6 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Narragansett Bay Commission: 

 

Lisa Andoscia 

VICE 

Richard Worrell 

 

For a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

November 30, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section §46-25-6 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Narragansett Bay Commission: 

 

Christine DiBiase, Esq. 

VICE 

Alan Nathan 

 

For a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

November 30, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 24-15-10 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Scenic Roadways Board: 

 

Valerie Southern 

(Public Member) 

Vice 

Adam Anderson 

 

For a term expiring January 31, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 1, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section §46-25-6 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following reappointment to the Narragansett Bay Commission: 

 

Mario Carlino 

 

For a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 4, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section §46-25-6 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Narragansett Bay Commission: 

 

Leonard Lopes, Esq. 

VICE 

Joseph Kimball 

 

For a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 3, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section §46-25-6 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following reappointment to the Narragansett Bay Commission: 

 

James Bennett 

 

For a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 1, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section §46-25-6 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following reappointment to the Narragansett Bay Commission: 

 

Jina Petrarca, Esq. 

 

 

For a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

October 26, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 42-6-3 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Department of Revenue: 

 

James Thorsen 

Director 

VICE 

Mark A. Furcolo 

 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Finance. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 2, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section 42-14.5-1 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment as the Health Insurance Commissioner:  

 

Patrick M. Tigue 

(Health Insurance Commissioner) 

Vice 

Marie Ganim, Ph.D. 

 

This appointment is to begin on January 10, 2021. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 7, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Article 10, Section 4 of the 

Rhode Island Constitution, entitled Judicial Selection, I have made the following appointment as 

Associate Justice of the Rhode Island Superior Court: 

 

The Honorable Richard D. Raspallo 

Vice 

Associate Justice Allen P. Rubine 

 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 7, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Article 10, Section 4 of the 

Rhode Island Constitution, entitled Judicial Selection, I have made the following appointment as 

Associate Justice of the Rhode Island Superior Court: 

 

Linda Rekas Sloan, Esq. 

Vice 

Associate Justice Michael A. Silverstein 

 

 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 7, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Article 10, Section 4 of the 

Rhode Island Constitution, entitled Judicial Selection, I have made the following appointment as 

Associate Justice of the Rhode Island Worker’s Compensation Court: 

 

Kevin B. Reall, Esq. 

Vice 

Associate Justice Janette A. Bertness 

 

 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 7, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Article 10, Section 4 of the 

Rhode Island Constitution, entitled Judicial Selection, I have made the following appointment as 

Associate Justice of the Rhode Island Family Court: 

 

The Honorable Elizabeth Ortiz 

Vice 

Associate Justice John E. McCann, III 

 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

November 30, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section § 28-5-8 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following appointment to the Commission for Human Rights: 

 

Marcus Mitchell 

 

For a term expiring July 1, 2025. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 7, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Article 10, Section 4 of the 

Rhode Island Constitution, entitled Judicial Selection, I have made the following appointment as 

Associate Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme Court: 

 

The Honorable Erin Lynch Prata 

Vice 

Associate Justice Gilbert V. Indeglia 

 

 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary. 

 



S.J. -- 24 JOURNAL Friday, December 18, 2020 

 

 

 

State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

December 7, 2020  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Article 10, Section 4 of the 

Rhode Island Constitution, entitled Judicial Selection, I have made the following appointment as 

Associate Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme Court: 

 

The Honorable Melissa A. Long 

Vice 

Associate Justice Francis X. Flaherty 

 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Office of Governor Gina M. Raimondo 

 

November 30, 2020 

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE: 

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the provisions of Section § 28-5-8 of the Rhode 

Island General Laws, I have made the following reappointment to the Commission for Human Rights: 

 

Iraida Williams 

 

For a term expiring July 1, 2025. 

To this appointment, I respectfully request your advice and consent. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary. 
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COMMUNICATION 

 

The Honorable President of the Senate presents the following communication: 

 

 

State of Rhode Island 

 

Senate Chamber 

 

 

December 8, 2020 

 

The Honorable Dominick J. Ruggerio               The Honorable Nellie Gorbea 

President of the Senate                                       Secretary of State 

318 State House                                                  218 State House 

Providence, RI 02903                                         Providence, RI 02903 

 

 

Please accept this letter as my formal resignation from the Rhode Island Senate effective  

immediately.  It has been an honor and a pleasure to be a part of this body and to serve the State  

of Rhode Island, particularly my constituents in District 31, for the last twelve years. 

 

Sincerely, 

Erin Lynch Prata 

District 31 Warwick, Cranston 

 

Read and ordered to be placed on file. 
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FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  

 

A message from the House of Representatives transmits with announcement of passage, of the 

following measures: 

 

House Bill No. 7171  SUB A 

(Governor) 

BY Abney 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MAKING APPROPRIATIONS IN SUPPORT OF FY 

2021 

{LC3746/A/1} 

 

Placed on Senate Calendar.   

 

 

House Bill No. 7555 

BY Kennedy, Azzinaro, Price 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO AN AMENDMENT OF AND IN ADDITION TO AN 

ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE FIRST HOPKINTON CEMETERY 

ASSOCIATION," PASSED AT THE JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1880, AS AMENDED 

(Amends the corporate charter of The First Hopkinton Cemetery Association passed at the 

January session A.D. 1880, as amended.) 

{LC3701/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar.  

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
 

Chairwoman Gallo, from the Committee on Education, reports back, with recommendation of 

passage of the following measures: 

 

The Appointment of Patricia M. DiCenso VICE Gara Brooke Field, Ph.D. to the Board of 

Education, Council on Elementary and Secondary Education for a term expiring January 31, 

2023. 

 

From the Committee on Education to the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

The Appointment of Michael Almeida VICE Dan McConaghy to the Board of Education, 

Council on Elementary and Secondary Education for a term expiring January 31, 2021. 

 

From the Committee on Education to the Calendar. 
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COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT & AGRICULTURE 

Chairwoman Sosnowski, from the Committee on Environment and Agriculture, reports back, 

with recommendation of passage of the following measures: 

 

The Appointment of William Muggle VICE Patricia Clancy Watson to the Rabies Control 

Board for a term expiring September 1, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

The Appointment of Patti McAlpine VICE Robert Billington to the Rhode Island River 

Council for a term expiring January 1, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

The Appointment of Douglas Stephens to the Rhode Island River Council for a term expiring 

January 1, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

The Appointment of Joseph Unsworth to the Rhode Island River Council for a term expiring 

January 1, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

The Appointment of Lisa Andoscia VICE Richard Worrell to the Narragansett Bay 

Commission for a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

The  Appointment of Christine DiBiase, Esq. VICE Alan Nathan to the Narragansett Bay 

Commission for a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

The Appointment of Leonard Lopes VICE Joseph Kimball to the Narragansett Bay 

Commission for a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Calendar. 
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The Appointment of Valerie Southern VICE Adam Anderson to the Scenic Roadways Board 

for a term expiring January 31, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

The Reappointment of James Bennett to the Narragansett Bay Commission for a term 

expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Calendar. 

 

 

The Reappointment of Mario Carlino to the Narragansett Bay Commission for a term expiring 

April 1, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

The Reappointment of Jina Petrarca, Esq. to the Narragansett Bay Commission for a term 

expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

From the Committee on Environment and Agriculture to the Calendar. 

 

 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Chairman Conley, from the Committee on Finance, reports back, with recommendation of 

passage of the following measure: 

 

The Appointment of James Thorsen VICE Mark A. Furcolo as Director of the Department of 

Revenue  

 

From the Committee on Finance to the Calendar. 

 

 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
 

Chairman Miller, from the Committee on Health and Human Services, reports back, with 

recommendation of passage of the following measure: 

 

The Appointment of Patrick Tigue VICE Marie Ganim, Ph.D. as the Health Insurance 

Commissioner beginning January 10, 2021 

 

From the Committee on Health and Human Services to the Calendar. 
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COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

Vice Chairman Archambault, from the Committee on Judiciary, reports back, with 

recommendation of passage of the following measures: 

 

The Appointment of The Honorable Richard D. Raspallo VICE Associate Justice Allen P. 

Rubine as Associate Justice of the Superior Court  

 

From the Committee on Judiciary to the Calendar. 

 

 

The Appointment of Linda Rekas Sloan, Esq. VICE Associate Justice Michael A. Silverstein 

as Associate Justice of the Superior Court  

 

From the Committee on Judiciary to the Calendar. 

 

 

The Appointment of Kevin B. Reall, Esq. VICE Associate Justice Janette A. Bertness as 

Associate Justice of the Worker’s Compensation Court 

 

From the Committee on Judiciary to the Calendar. 
 

 

The Appointment of The Honorable Elizabeth Ortiz, Esq. VICE Associate Justice John E. 

McCann, III as Associate Justice of the Family Court  

 

From the Committee on Judiciary to the Calendar. 
 

 

The Appointment of Marcus Mitchell to the Commission for Human Rights 

 

From the Committee on Judiciary to the Calendar. 
 

 

The Reappointment of Iraida Williams to the Commission for Human Rights 

 

From the Committee on Judiciary to the Consent Calendar. 
 

 

The Appointment of The Honorable Erin Lynch Prata VICE Associate Justice Gilbert V. 

Indeglia as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court  

From the Committee on Judiciary to the Calendar. 
 

 

The Appointment of The Honorable Melissa A. Long VICE Associate Justice Francis X. 

Flaherty as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 

From the Committee on Judiciary to the Calendar. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2930 

BY Metts, Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE 

PASSING OF THE HONORABLE JOHN LEWIS 

{LC5544/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 
 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2931 

BY Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin, Coyne, Archambault 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXTENDING CONDOLENCES ON THE PASSING 

OF THE HONORABLE HOWARD I. LIPSEY, ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE RHODE 

ISLAND FAMILY COURT 

{LC5656/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 
 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2932 

BY Coyne, Euer, Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE 

PASSING OF UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT JUSTICE, RUTH BADER GINSBURG 

{LC5655/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 
 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2933 

BY Gallo, Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin, Pearson 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE 

PASSING OF ERNEST P. BAPTISTA, JR. 

{LC5657/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 
 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2934 

BY McCaffrey, Ruggerio, Goodwin, Coyne, Archambault 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION THANKING JUSTICE OF THE RHODE ISLAND 

SUPREME COURT, FRANCIS X. FLAHERTY, FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF 

THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

{LC5654/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 
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Senate Resolution No. 2935 

BY McCaffrey, Ruggerio, Goodwin, Coyne, Archambault 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION HONORING RHODE ISLAND SUPREME COURT 

JUSTICE GILBERT V. INDEGLIA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT 

{LC5653/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 

 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2936 

BY Felag 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION HONORING JESSICA BRIER, RN, MS, CV CNS-BC 

ON HER RETIREMENT FROM THE MIRIAM HOSPITAL 

{LC5304/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 

 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2937 

BY Euer 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION THE JOYOUS CELEBRATION OF SAVE THE 

BAY'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

{LC5644/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 

 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

In order for the day is taken up as follows: 

 

IN ORDER FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2020 SAPINSLEY HALL AT RHODE 

ISLAND COLLEGE 

 

1. The Appointment of Mark Furcolo as the Director of the Division of State Lottery. 

 

 Committee on State Lottery recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to 

this nomination. 

 

 

2. The Appointment of William Muggle VICE Patricia Clancy Watson to the Rabies 

Control Board for a term expiring September 1, 2023. 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 
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3. The Appointment of Patti McAlpine VICE Robert Billington to the Rhode Island River 

Council for a term expiring January 1, 2023. 
 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 

 

 

4. The Appointment of Douglas Stephens to the Rhode Island River Council for a term 

expiring January 1, 2023. 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 
 

 

5. The Appointment of Joseph Unsworth to the Rhode Island River Council for a term 

expiring January 1, 2023. 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 
 

 

6. The Appointment of Lisa Andoscia VICE Richard Worrell to the Narragansett Bay 

Commission for a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 

 

 

7. The Appointment of Christine DiBiase, Esq. VICE Alan Nathan to the Narragansett 

Bay Commission for a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 

 

 

8. The Appointment of Valerie Southern VICE Adam Anderson to the Scenic Roadways 

Board for a term expiring January 31, 2023. 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 

 

 

9. The Reappointment of Mario Carlino to the Narragansett Bay Commission for a term 

expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 



S.J. -- 34 JOURNAL Friday, December 18, 2020 

 

10. The Reappointment of Iraida Williams to the Commission for Human Rights. 
 

 Committee on Judiciary recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 
 

 

11. 2020-S 2930  

 BY Metts 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES 

ON THE PASSING OF THE HONORABLE JOHN LEWIS 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 
 

 

12. 2020-S 2931  

 BY Ruggerio 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXTENDING CONDOLENCES ON THE 

PASSING OF THE HONORABLE HOWARD I. LIPSEY, ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF 

THE RHODE ISLAND FAMILY COURT 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

13. 2020-S 2932  

 BY Coyne 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES 

ON THE PASSING OF UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT JUSTICE, RUTH 

BADER GINSBURG 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

14. 2020-S 2933  

 BY Gallo 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES 

ON THE PASSING OF ERNEST P. BAPTISTA, JR. 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

15. 2020-S 2934  

 BY McCaffrey 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION THANKING JUSTICE OF THE RHODE 

ISLAND SUPREME COURT, FRANCIS X. FLAHERTY, FOR HIS SERVICE TO 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 
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16. 2020-S 2935  

 BY McCaffrey 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION HONORING RHODE ISLAND SUPREME 

COURT JUSTICE GILBERT V. INDEGLIA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 

RETIREMENT 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 
 

 

17. 2020-S 2936  

 BY Felag 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION HONORING JESSICA BRIER, RN, MS, CV 

CNS-BC ON HER RETIREMENT FROM THE MIRIAM HOSPITAL 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 
 

 

18. 2020-S 2937  

 BY Euer 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION THE JOYOUS CELEBRATION OF SAVE 

THE BAY'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

 

19. 2020-H 7555  

 BY Kennedy 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO AN AMENDMENT OF AND IN ADDITION 

TO AN ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE FIRST HOPKINTON 

CEMETERY ASSOCIATION," PASSED AT THE JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1880, 

AS AMENDED 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

Upon motion of Senator McCaffrey, seconded by Senators Archambault and Gallo, the following  

measures on today’s Consent Calendar, by unanimous consent, are read and passed, upon a roll  

call vote: 

 

YEAS – 35: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Bell, Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Murray, Nesselbush, 

Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, 

and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 0: 

 

NOT VOTING – 2: Senators Crowley, and Morgan. 
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SUSPENSION OF THE RULES 

 

Senator Bell makes the motion to suspend rule 9.4, seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Sheehan,  

Lombardo, Quezada, Nesselbush, Valverde, and Cano. 

 

YEAS – 28: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Archambault, Bell, 

Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Murray, Nesselbush, Pearson, Picard, 

Quezada, Raptakis, Seveney, Sheehan, and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 0: 

 

NOT VOTING – 9: Senators Algiere, Crowley, Goldin, Lombardi, Morgan, Paolino, Rogers,  

Satchell, and Sosnowski. 
 

 

CALENDAR 

 

In order for the day is taken up as follows: 
 

 

IN ORDER FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2020  

SAPINSLEY HALL AT RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE 

 

1. The Appointment of James Thorsen VICE Mark A. Furcolo as Director of the 

Department of Revenue 

 

 Committee on Finance recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 

 

Senator Conley moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Goodwin, Cano, Seveney, de la Cruz, Felag, Gaallo, Pearson, 

and DiPalma. 

 

Senator Bell discusses the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, upon a roll call vote, with 34 members voting in 

the affirmative, 1 member voting in the negative, and 2 members not voting as follows: 

YEAS – 34: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Murray, Nesselbush, 

Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, 

and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 1: Senator Bell. 
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NOT VOTING – 2: Senators Crowley, and Morgan. 

 

2. The Appointment of Michael Almeida VICE Dan McConaghy to the Board of 

Education,  Council on Elementary and Secondary Education for a term expiring 

January 31, 2021. 
 

 Committee on Education recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 

 

Senator Gallo moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Goodwin, DiPalma, Coyne, Felag, and Quezada. 

 

Senators Raptakis and Bell discuss the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, upon a roll call vote, with 26 members voting in 

the affirmative, 9 members voting in the negative, and 2 members not voting as follows: 

YEAS – 26: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Cano, Conley, 

Coyne, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, 

McCaffrey, McKenney, Miller, Murray, Nesselbush, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Rogers, Satchell, 

Seveney, Sheehan, and Sosnowski. 

 

NAYS – 9: Senators Archambault, Bell, Ciccone, de la Cruz, Metts, Paolino, Raptakis, and 

Valverde. 

 

NOT VOTING – 2: Senators Crowley, and Morgan. 

 

3. The Appointment of Leonard Lopes VICE Joseph Kimball to the Narragansett Bay 

Commission for a term expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 

 

Senator Coyne moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Goodwin, Felag, Gallo, DiPalma, Metts, Lombardo, Picard, 

Sheehan, Valverde, Euer, Nesselbush, Lawson, Conley, Murray, and Cano. 

 

Senators Bell and Metts discuss the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, upon a roll call vote, with 35 members voting in 

the affirmative, 1 member voting in the negative, and 1 member not voting as follows: 

YEAS – 35: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Bell, Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, Crowley, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, 

Goodwin, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, 

Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, 

Sheehan, Sosnowski, and Valverde.  
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NAYS – 1: Senator Bell. 

 

NOT VOTING – 1: Senator Crowley. 

 

 

4. The Reappointment of James Bennett to the Narragansett Bay Commission for a term 

expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 

 

Senator Coyne moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Goodwin, Felag, Archambault, Gallo, and Sheehan. 

 

Senator Bell discusses the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, upon a roll call vote, with 34 members voting in 

the affirmative, 1 member voting in the negative, and 2 members not voting as follows: 

YEAS – 34: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, 

Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, 

and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 1: Senator Bell. 

 

NOT VOTING – 2: Senators Crowley, and Lombardo. 

 

 

5. The Reappointment of Jina Petrarca, Esq. to the Narragansett Bay Commission for a 

term expiring April 1, 2023. 

 

 Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination. 

 

Senator Coyne moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Goodwin, Ciccone, Gallo, Archambault, Lombardo, Pearson, 

and Raptakis. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, upon a roll call vote, with 35 members voting in 

the affirmative, 1 member voting in the negative, and 1 member not voting as follows: 

 

 

 



S.J. -- 39 JOURNAL Friday, December 18, 2020 

 

YEAS – 35: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault,  

Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, 

Nesselbush, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, 

Sosnowski, and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 1: Senator Bell. 

 

NOT VOTING – 1: Senator Crowley. 

 

 

6. The Appointment of Patrick Tigue VICE Marie Ganim, Ph.D. as the Health Insurance 

Commissioner beginning January 10, 2021. 

 

 Committee on Health & Human Services recommends that the Senate give its Advice and 

Consent to this nomination. 

 

Senator Miller moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, and DiPalma. 

 

Senators Bell and Ciccone discuss the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, upon a roll call vote, with 26 members voting in 

the affirmative, 10 members voting in the negative, and 1 member not voting as follows: 

 

YEAS – 26: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Cano, Conley, 

Coyne, DiPalma, Euer, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, Lombardi, McCaffrey, McKenney, 

Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, 

Sosnowski, and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 10: Senators Archambault, Bell, Ciccone, de la Cruz, Felag, Lombardo, Metts, 

Quezada, Raptakis, and Sheehan. 

 

NOT VOTING – 1: Senator Crowley. 

 

 

7. The Appointment of The Honorable  Richard D. Raspallo VICE Associate Justice 

Allen P. Rubine as Associate Justice of the Superior Court. 

 

 Committee on Judiciary recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 

 

Senator Archambault moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Goodwin, Conley, Gallo, Felag, DiPalma, Sheehan, Quezada, 

and Lombardi. 
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Senators Bell, Archambault and Lombardi discuss the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, upon a roll call vote, with 32 members voting in 

the affirmative, 3 members voting in the negative, and 2 members not voting as follows: 

YEAS – 32: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, 

Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sosnowski, and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 3: Senators Bell, Goldin, and Sheehan. 

 

NOT VOTING – 2: Senators Crowley, and Morgan. 

 

 

8. The Appointment of Linda Rekas Sloan, Esq. VICE Associate Justice Michael A. 

Silverstein as Associate Justice of the Superior Court. 
 

 Committee on Judiciary recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 

 

Senator Archambault moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Goodwin, Quezada, Euer, Coyne, Cano, de la Cruz, Lombardi, 

Conley, Raptakis, Nesselbush, Metts, and Felag. 

 

Senators Bell, Euer, Metts, Conley, Raptakis, and de la Cruz discuss the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, upon a roll call vote, with 35 members voting in 

the affirmative, 1 member voting in the negative, and 1 member not voting as follows: 

 

YEAS – 35: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault,  

Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, 

Nesselbush, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, 

Sosnowski, and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 1: Senator Bell. 

 

NOT VOTING – 1: Senator Crowley. 

 

 

9. The Appointment of Kevin B. Reall, Esq. VICE Associate Justice Janette A. Bertness 

as Associate Justice of the Worker's Compensation Court. 

 

 Committee on Judiciary recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 
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Senator Archambault moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Lombardi, Goodwin, de la Cruz, Lombardo, Felag, Conley, 

and Nesselbush. 
 

Senator Bell discusses the appointment. 
 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote, with 

36 members voting in the affirmative, 0 members voting in the negative, and 1 member not 

voting as follows: 

YEAS – 36: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Bell, Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, 

Nesselbush, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, 

Sosnowski, and Valverde.  
 

NAYS – 0:  
 

NOT VOTING – 1: Senator Crowley. 
 

 

10. The Appointment of The Honorable Elizabeth Ortiz, Esq. VICE Associate Justice John 

E. McCann, III as Associate Justice of the Family Court. 

 

 Committee on Judiciary recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 

 

 

Senator Archambault moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Goodwin, Cano, Quezada, Coyne, de la Cruz, Conley, Felag, 

Euer, McKenney, Valverde, Nesselbush, Metts, Bell, and Murray. 

 

Senator Cano discusses the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote, with 

36 members voting in the affirmative, 0 members voting in the negative, and 1 member not 

voting as follows: 

YEAS – 36: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Bell, Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, 

Nesselbush, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, 

Sosnowski, and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 0:  

 

NOT VOTING – 1: Senator Crowley. 
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11. The Appointment of Marcus Mitchell to the Commission for Human Rights. 

 

 Committee on Judiciary recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 

 

Senator Archambault moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators Metts, Goodwin, Lombardi, and Felag. 

 

Senators Bell and McKenney discuss the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, upon a roll call vote, with 34 members voting in 

the affirmative, 1 member voting in the negative, and 2 members not voting as follows: 

YEAS – 34: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, 

Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and 

Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 1: Senator Bell. 

 

NOT VOTING – 2: Senators Crowley, and Nesselbush. 

 

 

12. The Appointment of The Honorable Erin Lynch Prata VICE Associate Justice Gilbert 

V. Indeglia as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 

 

 Committee on Judiciary recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 

 

Senator Archambault moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators Algiere, Archambault, Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, Crowley, DiPalma, 

Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, 

Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, 

Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sosnowski, and Valverde.  

 

Senators Sheehan, Bell, Coyne, Goodwin, Metts, Conley, Lombardi, McCaffrey, de la Cruz, 

McKenney, Archambault, and Nesselbush discuss the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, upon a roll call vote, with 32 members voting in 

the affirmative, 3 members voting in the negative, and 2 members not voting as follows: 

YEAS – 32: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, Crowley, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Murray, Nesselbush, 

Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sosnowski, and 

Valverde.  
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NAYS – 3: Senators Bell, de la Cruz, and Sheehan. 

 

NOT VOTING – 2: Senators Crowley, and Morgan. 

 

 

13. The Appointment of The Honorable Melissa A. Long VICE Associate Justice Francis 

X. Flaherty as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 
 

 Committee on Judiciary recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 

 

Senator Archambault moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators Quezada, Murray, Coyne, Miller, Gallo, DiPalma, Pearson, Euer, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, Picard, Valverde, Nesselbush, Lawson, Metts, Bell, Sheehan, Raptakis, 

Felag, Cano, de la Cruz, McCaffrey, and Goodwin. 

 

Senator Metts discusses the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote, with 

36 members voting in the affirmative, 0 members voting in the negative, and 1 member not 

voting as follows: 

YEAS – 36: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Bell, Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, 

Nesselbush, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, 

Sosnowski, and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 0:  

 

NOT VOTING – 1: Senator Crowley. 

 

 

14. 2020-H 7171  SUB A 

 BY Abney 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MAKING APPROPRIATIONS IN SUPPORT 

OF FY 2021 

 

Committee on Finance recommends indefinite postponement of the original bill and 

passage of Substitute A in concurrence. 

Senator Conley moves passage of the act, seconded by Senators Pearson, Goodwin, McCaffrey, 

Coyne, Murray, DiPalma, Gallo, Sheehan, Nesselbush, and Archambault. 

 

Senators Bell, de la Cruz, and Miller discuss the act. 
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The bill marked Substitute “A” is read and passed, in concurrence, upon a roll call vote, with 31 

members voting in the affirmative, 5 members voting in the negative, and 1 member not voting 

as follows: 

 

YEAS – 31: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Archambault, Bell, 

Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Murray, Nesselbush, Pearson, 

Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and Valverde.  

 

NAYS – 5: Senators Algiere, de la Cruz, Morgan, Paolino, and Rogers. 

 

NOT VOTING – 1: Senator Crowley. 
 

 

15. The Appointment of Patricia M. DiCenso VICE Gara Brooke Field, Ph.D. to the Board 

of Education, Council on Elementary and Secondary Education for a term expiring 

January 31, 2023. 
 

 Committee on Education recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination. 
 

Senator Gallo moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators McCaffrey, Goodwin, Coyne, Seveney, Quezada, Nesselbush, DiPalma, 

Archambault, and Metts. 
 

Senators Bell and Cano discuss the appointment. 

 

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote, with 

35 members voting in the affirmative, 0 members voting in the negative, and 2 members not 

voting as follows: 

YEAS – 35: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Algiere, Archambault, 

Bell, Cano, Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Murray, Nesselbush, 

Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, 

and Valverde.  
 

NAYS – 0:  
 

NOT VOTING – 2: Senators Crowley, and Morgan. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2938 

BY Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin, Metts, Gallo 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION THANKING SENATOR MARK P. MCKENNEY FOR 

HIS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE IN THE RHODE ISLAND SENATE 

{LC5585/1} 



S.J. -- 45 JOURNAL Friday, December 18, 2020 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator McCaffrey requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 

 

Senator McCaffrey moves passage, seconded by Senators Algiere, Archambault, Bell, Cano, 

Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, 

Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and 

Valverde.   

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote.  

 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2939 

BY Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin, Gallo, Metts 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION HONORING SENATOR ADAM J. SATCHELL ON 

HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE RHODE ISLAND SENATE AFTER HIS EIGHT YEARS OF 

DISTINGUISHED AND EXEMPLARY SERVICE 

{LC5490/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator McCaffrey requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 

 

Senator McCaffrey moves passage, seconded by Senators Algiere, Archambault, Bell, Cano, 

Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, 

Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and 

Valverde.   

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote.  

 

 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2940 

BY Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin, Cano, Conley 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION HONORING SENATOR DONNA M. NESSELBUSH 

ON HER RETIREMENT FROM THE RHODE ISLAND STATE SENATE AFTER TEN 

YEARS OF DISTINGUISHED AND EXEMPLARY SERVICE 

{LC5491/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 
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Senator McCaffrey requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 

 

Senator McCaffrey moves passage, seconded by Senators Algiere, Archambault, Bell, Cano, 

Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, 

Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and 

Valverde.   

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote.  

 

Senators Bell, Cano, Lawson, Sheehan, and Archambault speak on the Resolution. 

 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2941 

BY Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin, Raptakis, Metts 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION HONORING SENATOR JAMES C. SHEEHAN ON 

HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE RHODE ISLAND SENATE AFTER TWENTY YEARS OF 

DISTINGUISHED AND EXEMPLARY SERVICE 

{LC5492/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator McCaffrey requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 

 

Senator McCaffrey moves passage, seconded by Senators Algiere, Archambault, Bell, Cano, 

Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, 

Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and 

Valverde.   

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote.  

 

Senator Nesselbush speaks on the Resolution. 

Senate Resolution No. 2942 

BY Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin, Metts, Conley 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION THANKING SENATOR ELIZABETH A. CROWLEY 

FOR HER TWELVE YEARS OF DISTINGUISHED AND EXEMPLARY SERVICE AS A 

MEMBER OF THE RHODE ISLAND SENATE 

{LC5587/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 
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Senator McCaffrey requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 

 

Senator McCaffrey moves passage, seconded by Senators Algiere, Archambault, Bell, Cano, 

Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, 

Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and 

Valverde.   

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote.  

  

Senators Cano and Archambault speak on the Resolution. 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2943 

BY Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin, Gallo, Conley 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION THANKING THE HONORABLE SENATOR 

HAROLD M. METTS FOR THIRTY YEARS OF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE IN THE 

RHODE ISLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY AS A MEMBER OF BOTH THE SENATE AND 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

{LC5586/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator McCaffrey requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 

 

Senator McCaffrey moves passage, seconded by Senators Algiere, Archambault, Bell, Cano, 

Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, 

Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and 

Valverde.   

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote.  

 

Senators de la Cruz, Lawson, Raptakis, Metts, and McKenney speak on the Resolution. 

Senate Resolution No. 2944 

BY Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin, Gallo, Pearson 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION THANKING SENATOR WILLIAM J. CONLEY FOR 

HIS EIGHT YEARS OF DISTINGUISHED AND MERITORIOUS SERVICE TO THE 

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

{LC5588/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 
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Senator Pearson requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 

 

Senator Pearson moves passage, seconded by Senators Algiere, Archambault, Bell, Cano, 

Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, McCaffrey, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, 

Paolino, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and 

Valverde.   

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote.  

 

Senators Pearson, Cano, Lawson, DiPalma, Miller, Euer, and Gallo speak on the Resolution. 

 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2945 

BY Ruggerio, McCaffrey, Goodwin, Conley, Gallo 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION HONORING SENATOR ERIN LYNCH PRATA ON 

HER RETIREMENT FROM THE RHODE ISLAND SENATE AFTER TWELVE YEARS OF 

DISTINGUISHED AND EXEMPLARY SERVICE 

{LC5489/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator McCaffrey requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted. 

 

Senator McCaffrey moves passage, seconded by Senators Algiere, Archambault, Bell, Cano, 

Ciccone, Conley, Coyne, de la Cruz, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goldin, Goodwin, Lawson, 

Lombardi, Lombardo, McKenney, Metts, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Nesselbush, Paolino, 

Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Satchell, Seveney, Sheehan, Sosnowski, and 

Valverde.   

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote.  

 

 

TRANSMITTAL 

 

By unanimous consent, all matters on the Secretary’s desk are ordered to be transmitted to her 

Excellency, the Governor, the Honorable Secretary of State, and to the Honorable House of 

Representatives forthwith. 

 

 

Senator Goodwin announces the birthdays of Senate Majority Leader McCaffrey today, Senate 

President Ruggerio tomorrow, and Senator Sosnowski Sunday. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

Upon the Motion of Senator Goodwin, seconded by Senator Sheehan, Senate adjourns at 7:57 

o’clock P.M. 

 

ROBERT L. RICCI  

Secretary of the Senate 
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Appendix 

 

INVOCATION 

 

SENATOR MARYELLEN GOODWIN 

 

As we reconvene today, let us contemplate our reasons for being here.  Let us also ask our 

Creator that he bestow special blessings today on all who are gathered here, and properly guide 

us in serving the people of our state.  Amen. 
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Appendix 

 

TRANSMITTED TO THE GOVERNOR  

 

 

House Bill No. 7171  SUB A 

(Governor) 

BY Abney 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MAKING APPROPRIATIONS IN SUPPORT OF FY 

2021 

{LC3746/A/1} 

 

Transmitted to Governor. 

 

 

House Bill No. 7555 

BY Kennedy, Azzinaro, Price 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO AN AMENDMENT OF AND IN ADDITION TO AN 

ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE FIRST HOPKINTON CEMETERY 

ASSOCIATION," PASSED AT THE JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1880, AS AMENDED 

(Amends the corporate charter of The First Hopkinton Cemetery Association passed at the 

January session A.D. 1880, as amended.) 

{LC3701/1} 

 

Transmitted to Governor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



S.J. -- 52 JOURNAL Friday, December 18, 2020 

 

PROXY VOTES DECEMBER 18, 2020 
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