
State of Rhode Island  
 

 

 
JANUARY SESSION of the General Assembly begun and held at the State House in the City 

of Providence on Tuesday, the Third day of January in the year of Our Lord Two Thousand 

and Twenty-Three. 

 

Volume 150, No. 6   Tuesday, February 07, 2023   Sixth Legislative Day  

 

The Senate meets pursuant to adjournment and is called to order by the Honorable Dominick J. 

Ruggerio, President of the Senate, at 4:07 o’clock P.M.  

ROLL CALL 

The roll is called and a quorum is declared present with 37 Senators present and 1 Senator absent 

as follows:  

PRESENT – 37: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Acosta, Bell, 

Britto, Burke, Cano, Ciccone, de la Cruz, De Luca, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, 

Goodwin, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, Lawson, Lombardi, Mack, McKenney, Miller, 

Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Quezada, Raptakis, Rogers, Sosnowski, Tikoian, 

Ujifusa, Valverde, and Zurier. 

ABSENT – 1: Senator Lombardo. 

INVOCATION 

The Honorable President, by unanimous consent, presents Senator DiPalma, to deliver the 

invocation.  

(See Appendix for Invocation) 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

The Honorable President, by unanimous consent, presents Senator DiPalma, to lead the Senate in 

the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
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APPROVAL OF RECORD 

 

The Senate Journal of the Fourth Legislative Day of the 2023 proceedings is read in part.  

 

Upon suggestion of Senator DiPalma and by unanimous consent, further reading of the Journal is 

dispensed with and the Journal approved as recorded. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

The Honorable President of the Senate presents the following communications: 

 

Read and ordered to be placed on file. 
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Read and ordered to be placed on file. 
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GUESTS  

Upon the suggestion of Senator Cano and by unanimous consent, the Honorable President of The 

Senate, welcomes to the Chamber her family from Columbia; Carlos A. Cano, Tulia Gallego, 

Rosa Cano and Ana Maria Cano. 

Upon the suggestion of Senator McKenney and by unanimous consent, the Honorable President 

of The Senate, welcomes to the Chamber his intern Lizette Caro from Rhode Island College. 

Upon the suggestion of Senator DiPalma and by unanimous consent, the Honorable President of 

The Senate, welcomes to the Chamber Maria Mack, Chair of State Committee, Dick Went, Chair 

of Northern RI District, Molly Allard, District Manager of Northern District, and Sara Chargin, 

District Manager of Eastern District. 

 

IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATIONS 

Senate Resolution No. 155 

BY  Acosta, DiMario, Euer, Quezada 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING FEBRUARY 7TH THROUGH THE 

14TH OF 2023, TO BE "CONGENITAL HEART DEFECT AWARENESS WEEK" IN THE 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

{LC262/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator Acosta requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.  

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.  

 

Senator Acosta moves passage, seconded by Senators Britto, Burke, Cano, Ciccone, de la Cruz, 

De Luca, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, 

Lawson, Lombardi, Mack, McKenney, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, 

Raptakis, Rogers, Sosnowski, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Valverde, and Zurier. 

Senator Cano speaks on the senate resolution. 

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 

 

 

Senate Resolution No. 156 

BY  Valverde 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING JANUARY 23, 2023, TO BE 

"MATERNAL HEALTH AWARENESS DAY" IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

{LC1205/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0155.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0156.pdf
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Senator Valverde requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.  

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.  

 

Senator Valverde moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Britto, Burke, Cano, Ciccone, de 

la Cruz, De Luca, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, 

Lauria, Lawson, Lombardi, Mack, McKenney, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Pearson, 

Picard, Raptakis, Rogers, Sosnowski, Tikoian, Ujifusa, and Zurier. 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 

 

Senate Resolution No. 157 

BY  E Morgan 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING JANUARY OF 2023 AS 

"RHODE ISLAND SLAVERY AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION MONTH" IN 

THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

{LC1204/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator Morgan requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.  

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.  

 

Senator Morgan moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Bell, Britto, Burke, Cano, 

Ciccone, de la Cruz, De Luca, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Gu, Kallman, 

LaMountain, Lauria, Lawson, Lombardi, Mack, McKenney, Miller, Murray, Paolino, Pearson, 

Picard, Raptakis, Rogers, Sosnowski, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Valverde, and Zurier. 

The resolution is read and passed upon a voice vote. 

 

Senate Resolution No. 158 

BY  Gallo, Lawson, Euer 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXTENDING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE 

PASSING OF CORRINE M. DESILVA 

{LC1263/1} 

 

Recommended for Immediate Consideration. 

 

Senator Gallo requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.  

 

Unanimous consent for immediate consideration is granted.  

 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0157.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0158.pdf
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Senator Gallo moves passage, seconded by Senators Acosta, Bell, Britto, Burke, Cano, Ciccone, 

de la Cruz, De Luca, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Goodwin, Gu, Kallman, LaMountain, 

Lauria, Lawson, Lombardi, Mack, McKenney, Miller, Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Pearson, 

Picard, Raptakis, Rogers, Sosnowski, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Valverde, and Zurier. 

Senators Lawson speaks on the senate resolution. 

 

The resolution is read and passed upon a rising vote. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 07, 2023: 

1. 2023-S 52  

 BY Murray 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES 

ON THE PASSING OF RONALD F. HEROUX 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

2. 2023-S 53  

 BY Murray 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXTENDING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON 

THE PASSING OF RITA I. BLAIS 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

3. 2023-S 54  

 BY Murray 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXTENDING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON 

THE PASSING OF KRISTINE MARIE PELOQUIN 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

4. 2023-S 55  

 BY Murray 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES 

ON THE PASSING OF WOONSOCKET DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF ROGER E. 

PERREAULT 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 
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5. 2023-S 57  

 BY Raptakis 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE 80TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE "FOUR CHAPLAINS", THE FOUR MEN OF GOD WHO 

SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES DURING WORLD WAR II SO THAT OTHERS MIGHT 

LIVE 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

6. 2023-S 149  

 BY Kallman 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION REINSTATING THE LIFE OF AND 

EXTENDING THE REPORTING AND EXPIRATION DATES OF THE SPECIAL 

LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO STUDY JUSTICE REINVESTMENT 

PROPOSALS AND PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REDUCING THE 

INCARCERATION OF WOMEN 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

7. 2023-S 150  

 BY de la Cruz 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXTENDING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON 

THE PASSING OF DR. DANIEL SMITH HARROP, III 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

8. 2023-S 151  

 BY Paolino 

 ENTITLED, AN ACT TO VACATE THE FORFEITURE OR REVOCATION OF THE 

CHARTER OF CORONA CORP. 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

9. 2023-S 153  

 BY Sosnowski 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES 

ON THE PASSING OF JOHN D. GLASHEEN 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 

 

10. 2023-S 154  

 BY Ruggerio 

 ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXTENDING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON 

THE PASSING OF GUIDO J. PETROSINELLI 

 

 Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 
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Upon motion of Senator Pearson, seconded by Senator de la Cruz, the following measures on 

Today’s Consent Calendar, by unanimous consent, are read and passed, upon a roll call vote: 

 

YEAS – 36: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Acosta, Bell, Britto, 

Burke, Ciccone, de la Cruz, De Luca, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Gu, 

Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, McKenney, Miller, 

Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Raptakis, Rogers, Sosnowski, Tikoian, Ujifusa, 

Valverde, and Zurier. 

 

NAYS – 0: 

 

CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 07, 2023: 

1.  The Reappointment of James E.Thorsen as the Director of the Department of 

Administration                                                                                                                       

Committee on Finance recommends that the Senate give its Advice and Consent to this 

nomination.  

Senator DiPalma moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators Zurier, Goodwin, Euer , Felag, Pearson, Gallo, Britto, Gu, Lawson, 

Paolino, Picard, Burke, Bell, Ujifusa, Tikoian, Valverde 

Senators Picard and DiPalma discuss the appointment.  

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote, with 

36 members voting in the affirmative, and 0 members voting in the negative as follows:  

YEAS – 36: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Acosta, Bell, Britto, 

Burke, Ciccone, de la Cruz, De Luca, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Gu, 

Kallman, LaMountain, Lauria, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, McKenney, Miller, 

Morgan, Murray, Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Raptakis, Rogers, Sosnowski, Tikoian, Ujifusa, 

Valverde, and Zurier. 

NAYS – 0: 
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2.  The Reappointment of Richard Charest as the Director of the Department of 

Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals                                                      

            Committee on Health & Human Services recommends that the Senate give its Advice and 

Consent to this nomination. 

Senator Miller moves that the advice and consent of the Senate be given this appointment, 

seconded by Senators Felag, Euer, Goodwin, Gallo, Sosnowski, Lombardi, Lawson, Mack, de la 

Cruz, Kallman, Burke, Rogers, Raptakis, LaMountain, Tikoian, Valverde. 

Senators Bell, Murray, and de la Cruz discuss the appointment.  

The advice and consent of the Senate is given, by unanimous consent, upon a roll call vote, with 

35 members voting in the affirmative, and 1 member voting in the negative as follows:  

YEAS – 35: The Honorable President Dominick Ruggerio, and Senators Acosta, Britto, Burke, 

Ciccone, de la Cruz, De Luca, DiMario, DiPalma, Euer, Felag, Gallo, Goodwin, Gu, Kallman, 

LaMountain, Lauria, Lawson, Lombardi, Lombardo, Mack, McKenney, Miller, Morgan, Murray, 

Paolino, Pearson, Picard, Raptakis, Rogers, Sosnowski, Tikoian, Ujifusa, Valverde, and Zurier. 

NAYS – 1: Senator Bell. 

GUESTS  

Upon the suggestion of Senator Miller and by unanimous consent, the Honorable President of 

The Senate, welcomes to the Chamber Richard Charest, Director of the Department of 

Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals. 

 

TRANSMITTAL 

By unanimous consent, all matters on the Secretary’s desk are ordered to be transmitted to His 

Excellency, the Governor, the Honorable Secretary of State or to the Honorable House of 

Representatives forthwith. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Senator LaMountain announces that the Senate Committee on Environment and Agriculture will 

meet today at the rise of the Senate in Room 313 of the State House. 

 

Senator Raptakis announces that the Senate Committee on Special Legislation will meet next 

Wednesday, February 15th at 4:30pm. 

 

Senator Felag announces that the Senate Committee on Finance will meet today at the rise of the 

Senate in the Senate Lounge. 

 

Senator DiMario announces that the Child Care Commission will meet next Tuesday, February 

14th at 2:30pm in the Senate Lounge. 
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RECESS 

 

Upon the Motion of Senator Goodwin, seconded by Senator de la Cruz, the Senate stands in 

Recess at 4:57 o’clock P.M. in memory of Corrine M. DeSilva. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE 

Chairwoman DiMario, from the Committee on Environment and Agriculture, reports back, with 

recommendation of passage of the following measure: 

 

The Reappointment of Terrence D. Gray to the Director of the Department of Environmental 

Management 

Placed on the Senate Calendar. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Chairman DiPalma, from the Committee on Finance, reports back, with recommendation of 

passage of the following measure: 

 

Senate Bill No. 18 

BY  Ruggerio, Tikoian, Pearson 

ENTITLED, AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF NORTH PROVIDENCE TO ISSUE 

NOT TO EXCEED $125,000,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, NOTES AND OTHER 

EVIDENCES OF INDEBTEDNESS TO FINANCE THE CONSTRUCTION, RENOVATION, 

REHABILITATION, REPAIR, IMPROVEMENTS, FURNISHING AND EQUIPPING OF 

AND/OR ADDITIONS TO SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL FACILITIES IN THE TOWN, 

INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE CONSTRUCTION OF THREE ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOLS, THE RENOVATION OF TWO MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF 

STATE HOUSING AID AT A REIMBURSEMENT RATE OR STATE SHARE RATIO OF 

NOT LESS THAN 79.8% FOR EXPENDITURES ELIGIBLE FOR REIMBURSEMENT 

(Authorizes the Town of North Providence to issue bonds and notes in an amount not exceeding 

$125,000,000.) 

{LC543/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebserver.rilegislature.gov%2FBillText%2FBillText23%2FSenateText23%2FS0018.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CGRei%40rilegislature.gov%7Ccb43adeaf61a41dc48e408db09e3d7ee%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C638114646402460509%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C7LkDiDnULs61d5%2F80IwqdA8QNMCqu7peYXYSzImnrA%3D&reserved=0


S.J. -- 11 JOURNAL Tuesday, February 07, 2023 

 

COMMITTEE ON RULES, GOVERNMENT ETHICS AND OVERSIGHT 

Chairman McKenney, from the Committee on Rules, Government Ethics and Oversight, reports 

back, with recommendation of passage of the following measure: 

 

Senate Resolution No. 152 

BY  McKenney, Ruggerio, Pearson, Goodwin, Gallo 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE RULES OF THE 

SENATE FOR YEARS 2023-2024 

{LC1264/1} 
 

Placed on the Senate Calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebserver.rilegislature.gov%2FBillText%2FBillText23%2FSenateText23%2FS0152.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CGRei%40rilegislature.gov%7C0dd3c0a647714288022108db0b69fcca%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C638116322067039824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IfZ6UFnxxc13lHKVJa9hdfGWxk898z6s8AFek70LZb8%3D&reserved=0
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COMMUNICATIONS 

The Honorable President of the Senate presents the following communications: 

 

Placed on File. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Senate Resolution No. 159 

BY DiMario 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING FEBRUARY OF 2023, TO BE 

"CHILDREN'S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH" IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

{LC1499/1} 

 

Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Senate meets pursuant to recess and is called to order by the Honorable Dominick J. 

Ruggerio, President of the Senate, on Tuesday, February 14th at 4:12 o’clock P.M. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Upon the Motion of Senator Pearson, seconded by de la Cruz, the Senate adjourns at 

4:13 o’clock P.M. 

 

JOHN E. FLEMING, JR. 

Secretary of the Senate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0159.pdf
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Appendix 

 

INVOCATION 

 

SENATOR LOUIS P. DIPALMA 

Dear God, we ask you today to grant us the strength and confidence to make the decisions that 

will be of the greatest benefit to our citizens. We are eternally grateful to have the opportunity to 

serve the people of our state, and therefore, serve you. Amen. 
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Appendix 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2023: 

1.  2023-S 159  

BY DiMario 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING FEBRUARY OF 2023, TO BE 

"CHILDREN'S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH" IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

 

Ordered on the Consent Calendar. 
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Appendix 

CALENDAR 

IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2023: 

1. The Reappointment of Terrence D. Gray to the Director of the Department of 

Environmental Management  

 

Committee on Environment & Agriculture recommends that the Senate give its Advice 

and Consent to this nomination.  

 

2. 2023-S 18   

BY Ruggerio  

ENTITLED, AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF NORTH PROVIDENCE TO 

ISSUE NOT TO EXCEED $125,000,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, NOTES 

AND OTHER EVIDENCES OF INDEBTEDNESS TO FINANCE THE 

CONSTRUCTION, RENOVATION, REHABILITATION, REPAIR, 

IMPROVEMENTS, FURNISHING AND EQUIPPING OF AND/OR ADDITIONS TO 

SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL FACILITIES IN THE TOWN, INCLUDING, BUT NOT 

LIMITED TO, THE CONSTRUCTION OF THREE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, THE 

RENOVATION OF TWO MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF STATE 

HOUSING AID AT A REIMBURSEMENT RATE OR STATE SHARE RATIO OF 

NOT LESS THAN 79.8% FOR EXPENDITURES ELIGIBLE FOR 

REIMBURSEMENT  

 

Committee on Finance recommends passage.  

 

3. 2023-S 152 SUB A   

BY McKenney  

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE RULES OF THE SENATE 

FOR YEARS 2023-2024  

 

Committee on Rules, Government Ethics and Oversight recommends indefinite 

postponement of the original bill and passage of Substitute A. 
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